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Hello all,
Well I don't know about you but where did the
summer go? I didn't get in near as much driving as I
would have liked to that's for sure. The Barlow Memorial Boys Run was held early September and I understand all who went had a good time. Thank you
Brian Tomlinson and Jerry Goulet and any others that
helped organize this. Its members like these that
help us keep our club strong. I, unfortunately, was
unable to attend as I got carried away at the Poco
Car Cruise and did some damage to my engine. UGH!
Looks like I need a head job minimum. Some good
news is my project rebuild on the stock 80 TR8 is finally coming together so I have a car to drive into the
fall. (Picture attached).
We did have a couple of meetings where we gathered at the Langley Cineplex and drove out to Glen
Valley Regional Park. That was nice with a dozen or
(Continued on page 3)
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Please welcome the following new members to
the club:
Tom Pike of Abbotsford, dark blue 1975 TR6,
Robert Henry of Vancouver, blue 1968 TR250,
Olaf Baginski of Port Coquitlam, burgundy 1956
TR3A,
Rick Delorme of Langley, red 1974 TR6
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President’s Message
more cars for
each month for
June and July. Although July was a
lot of mosquitos.
August meeting

there was 95 members and some being family memberships brings us over 100. Way to go to all that
may have encouraged others to join us. I want to
take this opportunity to welcome all new members
from the past year and encourage you to reach out
for help and guidance with your cars and projects

was an impromptu gathering at a
pub with a small
gathering but no

whenever needed. There is a wealth of knowledge
available through our members so if you want help
reach out through out club email coordinator
bcriumph@gmail.com and he will broadcast your re-

official meeting so
no minutes. September meeting was canceled. I, and others, have
attended some of the regular cars and coffee
meetings and other regular gatherings. I have attended the Wednesday night gatherings in Coquitlam
often where I have occasionally seen other British
Triumphs and marques but mostly American but
some interesting and sometimes very unique stuff. At
the last one I attended there was a 1933 original condition Packard. Wouldn't you know it I forgot my
phone so no picture. However I did see this 50s Riley
a few weeks back at a Muffler shop (picture

quest to the members or contact me directly to do
the same.
I hope to have an in person gathering for the October meeting but if Covid continues it may be back to
Zoom meetings. Hope for the best all.
Sincerely,
Charlie Dooley
BCTR President
(604) 240-0133

attached). Just absolutely beautiful.
I know what's wearing on me tremendously right
now though is this covid lockdown. How are you all
coping? I'm sure it's been a struggle for many. I
hope you are doing OK. There are so many things
that have been cancelled because of it. And not being able to get across the border to go to any of the
events in the US or vacation has been a real pain.
One bright spot that I have seen throughout the
year is the membership growth. That's very pleasing
and encouraging to see. I believe as of Sept. 16
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2021 Barlow’s Boy’s Run
Written by Andy MacLean, Sept 20, 2021
The 2021 Run, organized by Brian Thomlinson and
Jerry Goulet, was a resounding success. Great
routes, light traffic, pleasing comradery and for the
most part good weather.
Participants:
Brian Thomlinson, Jerry Goulet, Richard Walker,
Olivier Martineau, Vladimir Kuzel, Andy MacLean,
Gary Stoutenburg, Denis Overholt, Stuart Jump,
George Novotny, Ron Spence, Bill Grace, Bob
Kozinski.

Day 1.
Six members set forth Thursday morning from Tim
Horton’s on Sumas Way in Abbotsford. With fair
skies above all went topless, a decision none of us
came to regret. We were led by Brian in his TR250,
followed by Jerry in his TR3A, Richard in his TR8,
Olivier in his Miata, Vlad in his TR6, and me, Andy in
my TR8.
Our planned destination was Salmon Arm, with
the exact route somewhat undecided. The initial
thought was head up the Fraser Canyon to Cache
Creek and turn right to Kamloops and beyond, however this was soon revised to encompass more secondary roads. The route finally chosen was hwy 1 to
Agassiz, 7 to Hope, 1 to Spences Bridge, 8 to Merritt,
5A to Kamloops, 1 to Barnhartvale Rd, 97 north back
to 1 and on to Salmon Arm. Some spirited driving
took place, all within the bounds of prudent motoring of course. The best stages from a driver’s perspective were Spences Bridge to Merritt, and Merritt

4

to Kamloops. Nice twisty stuff and light traffic allowed for total driving enjoyment. As the day progressed a number of observations were made. 1) ya
gotta keep a focus on the convoy in front of you or
you’re gonna be left behind and 2) Diesel pickups,
with or without trailers are FAST. Maybe not in the
corners but on the straightaways and up hills they
are formidable and if you’re behind one, refer to observation 1.
Distance travelled from Sumas Way….approx 550
kms.
Upon arrival at the superb hotel in Salmon Arm
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2021 Barlow’s Boy’s Run (cont.)

we were met by Gary in his TR8, Denis in his TR6,
Day 2.
George in his TR6, Stuart in his TR6 and a guest (Bob
The weather continued to cooperate allowing eveKozinski) from Alberta in his TR4A. I was glad to see rybody that wanted to go topless to do so. We set
George’s TR6 was brown unlike the yellow colour the off at approx. 9 am, heading south on Shuswap South
other three 6’s were. I had been wondering if yellow
was some sort of rite of passage requirement? I
guess not. And, I noted that unlike my previous non
BCTR experiences with NGA (no girls allowed)
events, that while there’s no disputing a few bevvies
were downed, everybody behaved themselves. Hard
to believe I know but that’s my story and I’m sticking
with it.

which became Salmon River Rd until 97 South into
Vernon. Next turn was hwy 6 south to Lumby and
beyond. The drive from Lumby to Needles was in my
opinion the best run of the weekend. A great road,
low traffic volume and the most spirited driving possible. Again, all within prudent motoring guidelines.
The ferry to Farquier was busy to the point two of
our convoy were left at Needles to wait for another
sailing. The next stop was Nakusp for lunch
and then on to New Denver and beyond. A
short detour, presumably due to an MVA,
onto the Brouse Loop Rd had me wondering
where the H were we and was anybody ever
going to find us? Fortunately we eventually
came back to Hwy 6 and headed for New
Denver, Slocan and South Slocan where we
met 3a and on into Nelson. Distance travelled approx. 400 kms.
We stayed in another superb hotel in Nel-

BC Triumph Registry Quarterly Publication

5

2021 Barlow’s Boy’s Run (cont.)
his lovely wife Dana treated us to a lunch of
Russian borsht and sandwiches. While
there George gave us an interesting tour
and explanation of his solar farm. Imagine
living without power bills! Thanks Dana and
George!
Next on to Osoyoos and a backyard get together at Denis’ home. Nice. Thanks Denis.
And then on to Oliver, and the Cactus Tree
Inn. Not up to the hotel standards we had

(Continued from page 5)

become accustomed to after Salmon Arm
and Nelson. All was okay until the next
morning when Olivier discovered a cigarette
butt/burn in his top, presumably from a butt thrown
from the upstairs balcony. Not good. Hopefully it

son, where we were joined by Ron in his TR7V6 and
Bill in his TR7V8, both having come from Nanaimo.
An impromptu gathering took place in the hotel
parking lot, with several groups making individual
dinner plans. While on the hunt for a decent place
to eat a number of us were treated to a viewing of
an attractive lady scantily dressed in a bustier and
garters standing outside of the liquor store. Adver-

can be fixed with minimal expense.
Distance travelled today say 300 kms.

tising or crazy? Who knows….I did not ask!
Day 3.
We departed Nelson at about 9 am and headed
back towards Castlegar on 3a. Our planned route
took us back up hwy 6 for a few klicks where we intersected with Pass Creek Rd. Pass Creek eventually
took us into Castlegar where we again intersected

were met by new club member Darren Smit with a
nice TR3…he joined us for a short while. After a
shock absorber “fix” on Brian’s car we headed up
Fairview Mountain Rd, eventually coming to the Dominion Observatory where Gary and Stuart departed
for Kelowna. George had previously bailed in Grand
Forks, with Denis and Bob staying in Osoyoos. The
rest of us, now eight cars headed west on 3a to

hwy 3. We headed west on 3 until we intersected
3b at Nancy Green Park where a group photo was
taken. Next on to Grand Forks where George and

Keremeos, Princeton and Manning Park. Just west
of Princeton the weather stopped threatening and
got nasty. Those that went topless in Oliver were
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Day 4.
The morning’s weather was threatening which led
about half of the group to go top up. Some others,
more brave perhaps, or possibly foolhardy, elected
to go topless. As we were preparing to leave we
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2021 Barlow’s Boy’s Run (cont.)
perhaps regretting that decision. It poured!
Lunch at the Manning Park Lodge and the Drive
was now officially over. Everybody headed home at
their own pace. The drive down the Hope Slide run
on Hwy 3 was no fun at all. Rain, fog, crazy drivers in
pickup trucks….yuk.
To my knowledge everybody made it home, hopefully without too much drama. Distance travelled on
day 4 say 400 kms.
Summary.
Total distance travelled say 1700 kms. Fuel consumed by me in a stock TR8…..168 litres. Average
10l/100kms. About 23 mpg. Funny thing….I noted
the consumption was higher on those spirited drive
sections, and lower on the not so spirited sections.
Go figure.
This was my first time on the Barlow Boys Run and
it proved to be everything I hoped it would be.
Thanks Brian and Jerry for organizing, and thanks to
everybody participating. Great fun…..let’s do it
again!
Cheerio.
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Feature Member - Bryan K. Wicks
This quarter the newsletter has Bryan K. Wicks
(Member #64 1956 TR3) as a very worthy feature
member. Those members that know Bryan will be
aware that he was a very early member of the club
and has dedicated a lot of his time to serving in
many capacities. Even now he is still serving the club

I won the Lieutenant Governor’s 2nd place award in
commercial design right behind the original Versatile
four wheel drive tractor. My award was for one of
the first hydro-whirlpool soaking bathtubs produced.
I moved to New Zealand for most of the 1980’s
working in plastic processing and tooling, synthetic

as co-editor of this newsletter.
This article is primarily about my car ownership
but just to assure people I haven’t been living in a

marble tooling /Product design/Management, then
on my own doing project design.
We moved back to Canada (me refusing to move
over the mountains) and I went into Pulp & Paper

garage under a car all my life, here are a few things
about the non-car Bryan Wicks.
I grew up in the south west corner of Winnipeg,
was an avid car model builder from age 8 to about
15, belonged to Navy League, Sea Cadets, and Naval

which is where I stayed until retirement. In this industry I worked as a designer, engineering manager,
company owner, technical sales and development. I
was married, had three kids who are all adults now
and am a grandfather to kids living in Canada and

Reserve up to the age of 19, lived on my bicycle
when young and was fast enough on a single speed
bike to beat most people on 3-speed machines
(remember 3-speeds were all you could get in olden
times), I loved swimming and won a 3rd place at a Tri
-Services swim meet, still love swimming, I did a lot
of weight lifting when young, then marathon running in my late 20's up to mid 30’s.

New Zealand. That’s me in a nutshell.
I joined the BCTR around 1989 after arriving in the
Vancouver area. I joined because having a TR3 I
wanted to meet up with likeminded people who
were interested in these cars. I’m member #64. I
started off with the club helping Randy Schultz doing

In school I was either standing first in class
or failing miserably. I got my act together in
the last two years of high school, went on to
college graduating with a Mechanical Engineering diploma, and went on to the University of Manitoba getting accreditation in
Business Management. I started life in the
aerospace industry working for CAE Aircraft,
Bristol Aerospace and Boeing, all in Development Engineering departments. While at
Boeing and within their commercial division
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Feature Member - Bryan K. Wicks (cont.)
the newsletter. Randy took all the pictures and I
wrote articles plus canvassed for articles from other
members. Many of the early newsletters were printed off on photocopy machines at companies where I
worked.
Early on I went to an All Triumph Drive Inn in Sequim WA. At that time it was just Oregon and Wash-

business and working overseas (primarily based out
of the UK). As you know I now help Jonathan Clegg
with this newsletter, and try to go to as many events
as I can. Over the last 30 plus years I have seen a lot
of club members come and go. I still have some
great friends in this club and maintain friendships
with people who are no longer members or might

ington doing the event. I figured “we” could put on
a great event up here in BC so after discussing at
club meetings and getting agreement I wrote to the
two American Clubs and eventually they agreed to
let us have a go at it. The first ATDI including the
BCTR was held at Hogan Park Abbotsford. The artwork was developed at club meetings and finalized
by the sales/marketing department of the company

not even have sports cars anymore. The Triumph
mark has attracted some great people over the years
and I’m grateful for knowing them. I also belong to
the local Mini club, Lotus Club, MG/Jaguar club and
Pre-56 MG club, Lancia America club and New Zealand Sunbeam (Including Hillman) club. Yes I am I
guess, a car guy.….
I became interested in cars, especially sports cars

where I worked at the time. There was a small
group of us who organized everything. The club didn’t have a lot of money in those days as we didn’t do
any events so I helped bankroll parts of the cost to
put it on. Boy was I relieved when we not only
broke even but actually came out in the black. The
club didn’t have an organized Events Group, things
were just discussed at club meetings and we just did

at a very early age. My father was a mechanic and
had the good fortune to work on racing cars before
WW2. I have his mechanic passes to Brooklands and

things.
I actually organized an Events Group within the
club so we could formally do events. We were so
naïve in those days. We did one event where an
American visitor put his car upside down in a water
filled ditch on a drive. Luckily a bunch of our members got him out. We carried no insurance in those
days..!
I’ve been club president a couple of times and vice
-president a few times. I went through a number of
years where I couldn’t do much with the club due to
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Shelsley Walsh. He continued this passion when immigrating to Canada and was very active in the Win(Continued on page 10)
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Feature Member - Bryan K. Wicks (cont.)
(Continued from page 9)

nipeg Sports Car Club. I therefore
grew up around and in sports cars
from infancy.
My first car, which I still own, is a
1957, 4-door Morris Minor purchased
when I was 15. It had only 29,000
miles on it and my Dad had been the
one doing all the service since new. I
really wanted a motorcycle or hot rod
but luckily my Father pushed me into
Morris Minor ownership. In hindsight
a good move because I would have
possibly killed myself if allowed to go
the other route. I progressed to a 1966 Mk1 Cortina
in late 1972 with under 10,000 miles on it. Bought
when my wife was pregnant because I thought I
needed a more modern car. The Cortina was a great
car other than when a connecting rod let go punching a hole in the side of the block after about three
years of ownership. Being penniless due to buying
our 2nd house my Dad rebuilt the engine from bits

the States with all five of us jammed inside. Nothing
went wrong with this car. I had such a history with
this one, putting it deep down into a snow filled
ditch, being driven off a gravel road and almost rolling, getting stuck in a farmer’s vegetable garden with
Boler attached (escaped before the farmer woke up
and realized I was there), and on and on. The Boler
still survives in the family and is used in western

and pieces he found, for $300.00. It lasted another
seven years until I sold it when moving to New Zealand. I briefly owned a 1968 Pontiac Beaumont 350,
two door hardtop. Great looking car. I bought this
about six months before the Suez crisis when gas
doubled in price, great timing. I couldn’t afford to
feed it. My Dad sold it off for me and it was replaced
by a 1977 Subaru Wagon with only 5,000 Km on the

Manitoba. Sold the Subaru for a wad of cash when
moving to NZ. They carried a really good resale value.
In NZ I owned a number of cars; a 1964 Hillman
Imp which melted its engine, I rebuilt it with borrowed tools, a Mazda 818 wagon for my wife that
was so worn out it couldn’t climb up the driveway in
the end, a 1980 Mk5 Cortina Wagon (great car), a

dial. This was the ugliest but most reliable car I
owned. I put 168,000 Km on it with over 80,000 Km
towing a Boler trailer all across Canada and parts of

1987 Mitsubishi Starion wagon with an all digital
dash which I never got used to, and two matching
1980 Subaru DL sedans for my wife and I, and a Tri-
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Feature Member - Bryan K. Wicks (cont.)
umph Herald which I thought might make a
great 1st car for my son. I also owned and ran
two motorcycles; a clapped out Yamaha IT
dirt bike and the fastest in the world for a
time, a 1983 Honda VF 750. After about three
years of motorcycle ownership I realized I
wasn’t brave enough or stupid enough to
keep riding them. I never had a problem with
four wheels sliding but just couldn’t take a
two wheel slide. And, getting rid of the motorcycles opened up my world to classic
sports cars. I started working for myself as a
design consultant and needed a company car.
I thought about buying a new Japanese car
but always hated the idea of depreciation. So
I started looking for a classic sports car, nothing too defined at the start. Cars in NZ back in
those times were really expensive and sports
cars even more so. Right when I needed a car
the country went into a really bad financial
crisis. People were selling off things just to
survive. I first saw my TR3 in a showroom
listed at $25,000.00. Then it disappeared and
shortly after came up in the paper listed at
$17,500. I went to see it and found the owner living in a school bus in a friends yard with
the TR living under a tarp. I offered him
$13,000.00 and he told me to get lost. Two
weeks later he called me up and we settled
on $12,500. This was in 1985, a lot of money
for a 1956 car. I turned out to be the 16th
owner of my TR3 and along with the purchase
I got a lot of letters from previous owners telling stories about their ownership of the car.
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Feature Member - Bryan K. Wicks (cont.)

These letters were obtained by the previous owner.
I immediately put the TR3 into daily service doing up

another broken axle then upgraded the rear end to a
TR3A unit with tougher axles, redone brakes numer-

to 50 miles a day to and from projects. About four
weeks in, the clutch stopped working due to oil from
a non-stock crank seal. That was replaced along
with some non-working wiring sorted out. Then I
broke an axle which was welded back together and
machined, and in the middle of the summer it used
to weep coolant as I crawled along in rush hour
traffic. I loved it, it was Great…! Since bringing it to

ous times, replaced clutches numerous times, rebuilt
the carbs, changed bearings all over the place,
changed its look from a TR3A back to a small mouth
TR3, had it repainted (bare metal), finally had the
gearbox and overdrive rebuilt. I’ve driven it to/from
Winnipeg three times, gone to Los Angles and back
and done heaps of local drives. It currently has
about 160,000 miles on it with the last 80,000 miles

Canada in our family move back I’ve replaced a broken crank, had hardened valve seats put in (after
60,000 trouble free miles on unleaded), replaced

on the same pistons and rings as they haven’t been
out of the block since I bought it. It burns no oil
even on trips of over a thousand miles.
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Feature Member - Bryan K. Wicks (cont.)
My other Triumph was sold mid-August. I really
loved my reliable TR6. It was a great car. I went
through lots of “fettling” to get it where it was including a full repaint, heaps of parts, etc. I just have
too many cars and am trying to thin the herd.
Other cars currently owned include; 1938 MG VA
fully unrestored but licenced and on the road, 1949
MG TC, 1953 Lancia Aurelia B-22 (only one in north
& south America), 1956 TR3, 1966 MK2 Jag next to
be restored, 1970 Lotus Elan +2S, 1978 Mini with a
hot engine. I still have my 1957 Morris Minor as a
piece of lawn art in Manitoba and a 1966 Hillman
Imp which I use when in New Zealand. Since coming
back to BC I’ve also owned a 1980 Subaru Leone
wagon, 1988 Ford Taurus, 1998 VW Retro Bug, 2004
Landrover Freelander, 2000 Chrysler Town & Country (bought for my daughter visiting from NZ) and
then after the Chrysler shred it’s transmission.
(Chrysler just doesn’t learn or maybe care) I got a
Subaru again (my 5th). My newest car and current
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daily driver is a 1998 Subaru Blitzen right hand drive
twin turbo gas guzzling, unobtainable parts, lowered
wagon (Legacy body). A stupid car to own but what
a great car to drive and a lot of fun. That’s my profile. As you see I’m a pretty simple car guy. Just enjoying great older English cars.
Bryan K Wicks TR3
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Norm and John pay a visit to Lee
I recently, July 19, picked up
John Hunt on a sunny but not too
hot day to Drive up to see Lee Cunningham. He was going to put my
TR 6 on his hoist and check for
leaks I had had on the transmission. I had been getting foul smells
as the gear oil was dripping on to
the exhaust. I had crawled under
the car myself and tightened a few
bolts and cleaned the oil off of the
gear sump. It had seemed better,
but Lee thought if I drove up to
Chilliwack and he then checked it,
any leaks should be obvious. We
were joined by Barry Puffer (he
managed the journey from 4 houses down on his bike) and the current problem was given a clean bill
of health. I had thought my u
joints were worn as I had shuddering on take off and reversing, however the experts there confirmed it
was the diff.
After a stop for lunch at the
White Spot, John and I took off for home only to encounter a 15 kilometer traffic jam on the freeway.
An overdrive in first gear would have come in handy
as every time I changed to second, it was stop and
back to first again. It was getting warmer by then

car to be 210 years.
It was a very good day and I would like to thank
Lee and Barry for their help.
Norm Clarke TR6

and the engine temperature crept up a bit, but nothing serious. Both of us intrepid explorers and the car
survived. I figured the combined age of us and the
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Cars and Coffee Coquitlam - 1st Aug

“Jonathan,
Hope you are enjoying Hornby, it was featured
on Global this morning. We had a great week in Tulameen, going again on Thursday if the fires behave. Here are a couple pics from Cars and Coffee
Coquitlam on Aug 1. Surprisingly it didn’t fill up. 3
DeLoreans showed up, complete with a nicely done
Dr. E. Brown Scientific Services van from Fort St.
John to carry the Back to the Future car. Will send
some more from our Pub outing.
Greg”
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Ascari Ecosse
This article was sent in by Charlie Dooley and was
taken from a Haggarty newsletter in March of this
year. The original along with more photos and comments can be found at www.hagerty.com/media/carprofiles/the-obscure-ascari-ecosse-is-a-rarecosmopolitan-gem-from-the-90s/

come up for sale, and that’s why the one that recently crossed the virtual auction block at the RM Sotheby’s Paris sale caught our attention.
Ascari first started in Britain during the mid-1990s.
With racy ambitions, the company named itself after
1952–
53

Based in England, named after an Italian, powered double

by the Germans, and managed by a Dutchman, Ascari ForCars was almost like an automotive version of the
mula
(pre-Brexit) EU. Unfortunately, it was also short-lived,
and aside from some video games or an old episode
of Top Gear, few people have actually seen one of
these
multinational
supercars.
They almost
never
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One World Champion Alberto Ascari, then hired Lee
Noble (who later founded Noble Automotive) to design a low-slung coupe with a spaceframe chassis,
fiberglass/Kevlar body, and mid-mounted Chevrolet
V-8. While Ascari was showing off its project—called
the FGT—at the 1995 British Motor Show, a Dutch
racing driver named Klaas Zwart strolled by and expressed interest. Rather than simply buying the car,
Zwart bought the whole company.
Ascari’s first production car, the Ecosse, was a development of the FGT and debuted in 1997 with a
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Ascari Ecosse (cont.)
Ecosses, Ascari introduced its second production car.
Called the KZ1 (using Klaas Zwart’s initials), it featured the S62 V-8 from the BMW E39 M5, cost
£235,000, and enjoyed a production run of 50 cars.
Meanwhile, the company also got into the luxury
lifestyle business with the “Ascari Race Resort,” a
posh private race track in the southwestern Spanish
province of Málaga.
Ascari’s third car, the A10, briefly held the Top
Gear track recHartge-tuned 4.4-liter BMW V-8 in place of the old
Chevy. Not just a track-day toy—despite its looks,
2800-pound weight, and 200-mph top speed—the
Ecosse came with oodles of leather, a good stereo,
power windows, and air conditioning.

ord after being
featured on the
show in 2007.
Sadly, third time
wasn’t the

The Ecosse that RM Sotheby’s offered through its
Paris auction this year was represented as a very
early production car, one of just two left-hand-drive
examples built. It spent most of its life pampered at
the Ascari Race Resort in Spain but has also been
driven regularly and shows 12,686 miles on its
odometer. In addition to a repaint in metallic green
(which looks almost black in the photos), it also had

charm, at least
when it came to
turning a profit,
and by 2010 Ascari had stopped
building cars.
The company

its original five-speed manual swapped out for a sixspeed.
After building somewhere between 17 and 19

(Continued on page 28)
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Cars and Coffee Spanish Banks - 10th July

My friend Vince Lee (who has made his photo collection available for prior newsletters) sent me a
link to his site on Flickr with photos from his July
10th Visit to C & C Spanish Banks. Among the
many Ferraris, Lambos, Porches etc. he found
three TRs that members might recognise. The remainder of his photos can be found at https://
www.flickr.com/photos/30538564@N03/albums.
Included here are three others from the photo.

18

BC Triumph Registry Quarterly Publication

Cars and Coffee Spanish Banks - 14th Aug

Also courtesy of Vince and on the same
site are photos from his Aug 14th C & C
Spanish Banks visit. Three different TRs
this time and three others cars
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July Club Meeting
The July monthly
meeting was an informal event held “al
fesco” at the Glen
Valley Regional Park.
Greg Winterbottom
took a couple of pictures of the gathering
for the record and
very thoughtfully sent
them in to the newsletter.

ABFM 2022
Most members will be aware by now that the annual Vancouver All British Field Meet latterly scheduled for September has been cancelled by the organizers.

with the cancellation of the 2021 event, but are looking forward to opening the gates at VanDusen on the
Victoria Day Weekend date of Saturday May 21,
2022, seeing the classics roll in and welcoming

The 2022 ABFM will take place Saturday May 21,
2022, followed by a Run on Sunday May 22, 2022.
The 2022 Show will celebrate the 35th event
(delayed two years due to the pandemic) and the
34th year that it will be staged at the VanDusen Botanical Garden, Vancouver. Featured marques have
been carried forward and will celebrate Jaguar EType
60th, Triumph Stag 50th and include English Fords

everyone back safely and in grand style to our
much cherished garden party for all classic car
enthusiasts,” said Joan Stewart event co-chair.
“Mark your calendars and plan forward to Saturday May 21, 2022 for the return of The Greatest Show on British Wheels. Registration details
will be announced in early fall.”
Joan & Patrick Stewart

first produced in 1911.
“Given these past two pandemic years of cancelled
events and isolation, we are extremely disappointed

20
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Pub Lunch Mission - 5th August

On Aug 5th a bunch of us met for lunch at the
14th Ave Pub in Mission. The owner asked if he
could get a picture out front of the Pub to put on his
web site. Present: Jerry Goulet, Lee Cunningham,
John Hunt, Barrie Puffer, Greg Winterbottom, Ken
Nicoll, and Gary Gore.
Greg W TR250

Collector Parts Exchange
Stephen Pallavicini sent me an email recently with
a link to a web site that was new to me. It is called
Collector Part Exchange or CPX. It advertises itself as
“The first online marketplace built for the collector
car community. Find the right parts from reputable
sellers so you spend less time in the garage and more
time on the road!”
They offer options to both buy and sell parts and a
quick look at the site indicates that they can access a
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wide range of parts for a wide range of vehicles and
yes there are links to Triumph parts
The url is https://collectorpartexchange.com/search and
the site is well worth a look and if you are having
difficultly locating a certain rare part it might just
provide the link you need to obtain it.
Ed.
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Condenser Failure in Conventional Ignition Systems
The following article is courtesy of coElectrical Tests
editor Bryan Wicks and was authored by SteFirst, I tested all for open or short circuits.
ve Maas of Long Beach, California It was origi- They all were OK. Next I checked the capacinally published on http://nonlintec.com/sprite/ tance, and all seemed OK in this respect, too,
cap_failure/
with capacitances between O.20 and 0.22 microfarads (the spec is 0.18 to 0.25). Surprisingly, the "failed" units seemed to be working! I
The Problem
also checked to see if there was any breakBecause of repeated reports of failures of
down. Since the ignition system subjects them
ignition condensers (I'll use the more modern
to about 250 volts, peak, it seemed possible
term, capacitor from now on), I decided to in- that the high voltage might have blown a hole
vestigate the cause by dissecting some failed
in the insulation; this would not affect lowvoltage measurements but might allow arcing
at high voltages. I didn't have a high-voltage
power supply to test this, but I did cobble together enough to get 175V. They all held up
OK to this level.

units.
I examined three capacitors, two
failed ones and a third, unused one, as
a control. These were numbered 1 to
3; the unused one was no. 3. Nos. 1
and 2 were distinctly different, apparently from different manufacturers.
No. 3 was marked "Made in England,"
so it could have been a Lucas product,
but I'm not certain.
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Physical Examination
Next I disassembled them. I was looking for
a sign of failure, such as arcing across the capacitor or through the dielectric. Here's where
things got interesting.
I started with no. 1. I ground off the edge of
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Condenser Failure in Conventional Ignition Systems (cont.)
the case so it could come apart. Inside was a
capsule (the capacitor itself) and a corrugated
nickel-plated contact. The other contact was a
brass washer to which the wire was soldered.
The capsule, as I'll call it, consists of two layers
of foil with a thin mylar layer between the
metal layers. It's all rolled up into a cylinder
with one metal layer sticking out one end and
the other layer sticking out the other end.
Electrical contact is made to the ends by simply squashing it all together. The capsule was
smaller than the can in which it was mounted,
so it conceivably could wiggle around a bit in
response to shock and vibration. Not good.
This is a stunningly cheap, unreliable design.
There is nothing to keep a consistent force on
the capsule contacts; without that, there is no
guarantee that the electrical contacts remain
good, especially if the mylar expands and contracts with temperature changes. There should
some kind of spring to keep the pressure on
the contacts, but there is nothing even the
least bit springy. The lack of any support for

the capsule is also troubling, as it could move
around if it doesn’t fit tightly. That would also
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affect the electrical contacts.
This is all especially important, since the capacitor carries a surprisingly high current. I estimate it at about 2.5 amps, peak. This means
that even a small additional resistance is likely
to affect the ignition pulse and waveform, with
serious effects on the operation of the car.
I started by unwrapping the capsule to look
for signs of insulation breakdown. There were
none. I then looked into the can and examined
the corrugated washer; there I saw clear indications of arcing at the contact points between
the washer and the can. This is shown in the
second picture below. Although it's hard to see
in the photo, especially inside the can, it is
quite clear in real life.

Conclusions
It appears to me that these capacitors are
failing because of an extremely poor design
and equally poor manufacturing quality, resulting in an erratic electrical contact at the
can end of the mylar/foil capsule. Since there
(Continued on page 24)
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Condenser Failure in Conventional Ignition Systems (cont.)
(Continued from page 23)

cars that have enough potential reliability
problems already.

is nothing to maintain pressure on the capsule,
temperature variations and vibration eventually cause this contact to loosen, and the can
end begins to arc. This creates additional resistance and may even cause an intermittent
open circuit in the capacitor, which in turn results in a weak spark, burned points, and rapid
ignition failure. It is also consistent with reports that new capacitors often seem to work
well for a short period of time and then fail.

What to Do About It?
The poor quality of these components is
more than a little disturbing. I view these capacitors as time bombs in the ignition system.
The chance of one failing, sooner or later, is
pretty high. Such sloppy manufacturing and
design quality really should not be tolerated in
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Condenser Failure in Conventional Ignition Systems (cont.)
The solution, of course, is to find an acceptable replacement capacitor. One good option is
a commercially available capacitor called a
"snubber" capacitor. These are designed for
soaking up large voltage spikes in power electronic components, much like what the capacitor in an automotive ignition system should
do. They are not cheap by capacitor standards,
a few USD, but not expensive by automotive
standards.

An Alternative Capacitor
I found a good replacement capacitor for the
unreliable ones that are currently being sold
by the usual suspects. I got a few of them from
Allied Electronics, http://www.alliedelec.com/.
; the part is Illinois Capacitor no.
224PPB102K, which has the allied stock no.
613-0592. There are others that should work;
this one is overkill, for sure, but still is less than
$3. And, it should last forever; no need to replace it periodically.
The picture below shows them. They are a
little large, about 1.25" x 1" x 0.5", and definitely won't fit inside most distributors. I
mounted the cap on a piece of printed circuit
board (second picture) so it could be mounted
right on the coil (third pic.) This is a little clumsy, and not terribly attractive; for many of you,
that matters, so maybe a little more thinking
about this is in order.
The next picture below shows the test setup.
I mounted a distributor in my lathe, so I could
spin it, and connected it to a coil and spark
plug. I powered it from a 12V power supply. It
all worked well; I could see the plug sparking
and some sparking at the points as well. I was
surprised at how little sparking there was at
the points, but of course there can't be much,
or they wouldn't last. The main reason for all
this was to monitor the waveform at the coil,
so I could be sure it was doing the same thing
that the standard system does. I had measured
the waveform in the car before converting to
(Continued on page 26)
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Condenser Failure in Conventional Ignition Systems (cont.)
(Continued from page 25)

the electronic ignition, and I was pleased, but
not at all surprised, to see that it was virtually
identical (last picture).
So, I think that this idea works, and certainly
should be lot more reliable than those depressing caps I took apart.
If you want to try this yourself, and can't find
the exact capacitor I used, you might look for a
capacitor of 0.22 microfarads, at least 600
volts dc breakdown voltage. If you can find a
"dv/dt" spec, multiply this (in volts per microsecond) by the capacitance in microfarads,
which of course is 0.22. This should be at least
5. If the catalog doesn't have that spec, which
it probably won't, use a fairly large, polypropylene film capacitor (say, at least 0.5" dia by
1.5:" long). Anything this size should be husky
enough to handle the current. The PPA series,
which Allied also has, should work fine (Allied
part 613-0667). Don't use an electrolytic ca-

pacitor, or one of those teeny radio capacitors.
I'm still a little troubled by the need to
mount this sensibly; I'm not sure what's the
best, simplest way to do this. Most important
is to strain-relieve the leads. Just soldering

wires to the leads, and letting them flop in the
breeze, probably will result in them breaking
from fatigue before long. That's why I mounted the cap on the piece of board; this way, a
dab of epoxy on the wires will prevent them
from flexing at the connection.
Remember also, the connections: one lead
of the capacitor to the points (can be the
points side of the coil, of course), the other to
chassis ground. Don't forget to remove the
original capacitor!

The Continuing Saga...
Somewhat after writing the above dissertation, it occurred to me that a better-quality,
but otherwise conventional, capacitor might
be a good solution to the problem. I had a couple of new Bosch caps left over from the days
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Condenser Failure in Conventional Ignition Systems (cont.)
when my Porsche 912 had a conventional ignition system, so I decided to dissect one of
them and see if it was promising.
The capacitor is a Bosch 9-231-081-465, designed for use in a so-called "050" distributor.
This is a common replacement distributor for
four-cylinder Porsches. It likely is used in other
distributors as well, as there isn't a huge difference in the internals of the distributors from
those cars.
The capacitor was made in Brazil. Many
Bosch ignition parts are now made there, and
Brazilian part have a lower reputation than the
parts once made in Germany. Still, Bosch
has earned a reputation for quality, so it
seemed that a Bosch cap nevertheless
might be a promising option.
The capacitor is shown below. It is not
large, and it probably can be adapted to fit
many kinds of distributors. The measured
capacitance is 0.20 microfarads, so that's
certainly OK for Sprites and other British
cars. Its case is made of soft aluminum, so
it could not be soldered into place, as is
usual in MG T-series distributors, but I
would expect that modifications for mounting
it would be minor.

mounted and insulated by a ring of pliable rubber. The rubber provides some springiness to
keep a firm contact to the capsule. The edge of
the cylinder is slightly raised, so it digs into the
capsule a bit. All in all, it's not everything I'd
like to see, but it's not as bad as the three others, either. Indeed, the number of capacitor
problems reported on Porsche forums is not
nearly as great as those on British car forums,
so it's probably more reliable than the parts
designed for British cars. It might be a viable
option.

The internal structure is shown below. (The
wire to the insulated connection has been removed.) The can connection consists of a ring
of small, sharp bumps, which seem to make a
good contact to the foil capsule. The wire connection consisits of an opened cylinder,
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Tim’s on United Boulevard - 15th September
Before he left on
his fall, make that
autumn, hiking adventure, Greg W took
in the weekly
Wednesday evening
car show at Tim’s in
Coquitlam and sent in
these photos for the
newsletter. Not
many Triumphs present, just his own and
this TR3A, but and
interesting collection
nonetheless.

Ascari Ecosse (cont.)
(Continued from page 17)

craze overlooked the eclectic Ecosse? For now, it appears so.

does still operate that fancy-schmancy resort, however.
Unfortunately, despite being one of the only Ascaris we’ve ever seen for sale anywhere, it didn’t go to
a new home. The €130,000 ($158,080) high bid was
short of reserve and its €155,000 low estimate. That
doesn’t seem like much money for something with
such speed and exclusivity, but the market for obscure, short-lived supercars just isn’t a big one. Another Ecosse popped up for sale last year with only a
slightly higher asking-price of £135,000 (about
$200,000 at the time). Has the ’90s collector-car
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Payen Head Gasket
This spring I replaced the head gasket
on the TR5 which had been leaking since
shortly after I restarted it following the
rebuild. Some people I spoke to felt the
oil leak near the distributor was in keeping with the nature of British sports cars

TR5/TR250/ early TR6 head gasket underside

and should be left alone. But it was
getting a bit too much for me. I asked a
couple of knowledgeable members what the best
replacement was and the consensus was a Payen
gasket. I managed to source a Payen head set
“locally” so avoided the cross border shipping issues.
The job went quite smoothly until it came time
to put the head back on. The head gasket was
different from the one I used previously as it clearly had two differently designed sides. One with a
black surface throughout and the other black with a
metal showing between the cylinders. Since the gasket was symmetrical it could in theory be installed
with either side up or down. It seemed logical that
there was an up side and a down side but no indication on the gasket as to which was which.
I checked the head set package but there was
definitely no further information. Similarly the
Payen web site had no information . I was beginning to think that if it wasn't indicated it didn't
matter which way up it went. But I kept on looking
until finally I came across the following in a British
forum:
“Okay, I rang the manufacturer this morning to
get the definitive answer and it is as somebody previously said black composite side up. So I have it the
wrong way round - bugger! The reason is that the
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Later model TR6 head gasket upper side.

black side is sticky and the metal side is not. The
bores flex due to the compression and heat and the
metal side of the gasket against the block allows
the bores to move relative to the gasket without
damaging it. With it upside down (as I have fitted
it) it will fail between the bores where it is weakest.
Oh well, you live and learn!!”
You would think that something as important as a
head gasket would have clear instructions as to
which way it should be fitted clearly marked on either the gasket or the packaging. It is worth noting
that the later TR6 head gasket has a tab which goes
to the back of the engine, thus the gasket can only
be fitted one side up.
Luckily mine went in the correct way.
Ed.
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Langley Good Times Cruise In 2021
Langley Good Times Cruise In Downtown Aldergrove
September 11, 2021
I got to go to the Langley Cruise In, in an a Audi RS4
which uses the same drive train as the A8 sports car.
It’s V8 is breathed on by RennSport giving it 420 HP
and a 8250 redline. . Probably the fastest sedan I’ve
ever ridden in. Quite the machine.
The Cruise in was pretty huge with about 1200 cars
staged from 264th to at least 272th streets in Aldergrove. As I’m sure you know it is mainly American
machinery with Hot Rods, Rat Rods, Trucks, some
Japanese Tuners, a group of the original Honda
“Civic” Minis, and a smattering of British.

I bumped into Dan Brien (TR8), Dale & Kay Warcup
(Spitfire and Herald), Greg Winterbottom (no car),
former member Allan Reich and a bunch of Lotus
Guys. There is now so much going on now it is hard
to select what one would like to participate in. A
good sign I think.
Bryan Wicks TR3
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Langley Good Times Cruise In (cont.)
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Wiring Colour Codes
Many thanks to Club President Charlie Dooley for
suggesting this very useful article.

Carb. cleaner removes paint or undercoating from
wires to expose the true color code.

Our thanks to John Twist of Grand Rapids, Michigan for providing the following words of wisdom re-

If the trunk earth (ground) connection is loose or
unattached (license holder bolts), the fuel pump,

garding electrical trouble-shooting, and for making
sense out of standard Lucas wiring harness color
coding as applicable to most British post-World War
II vehicles.

side markers, courtesy light, reverse lights, license
lights, or tail-lights malfunction.

Sorting out electrical problems requires a step-bystep, methodical approach. It is necessary to identify
the problem, examine the wiring diagram, then trace
the circuit, connection to connection (usually from
the hot side), until the problem is found.
A quarter of all electrical problems arise from
faulty battery connections; another quarter from a
dirty fuse box.

If the hazard switch is not snapped off with vigor,
the turn signals may not operate.
Tools: A 12-volt test light and wiring diagram are
necessities before beginning..
Warning: Approaching an electrical malfunction
without a test light, or helter skelter, is a certain
route to madness.

As a rule, wires do not fail. The bullet connectors
may corrode at the ends of the wires (rarely), or the
connections may be loose (common!), but the wires
are usually OK. Another rule: Wires begin and end
outside the loom. There is no reason to cut through
the PVC tape.
It may be easier to visualize the wiring as plumbing: Wires as pipes; switches as valves; the battery as
pressure; and all "juice" must return to the battery.
Light bulbs work or not. A dimly glowing bulb indicates a faulty earth (ground).
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Wiring Colour Codes (cont.)
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June Meeting Minutes
BC Triumph Registry Monthly Meeting
June 9, 2021 Minutes
Charlie Dooley called the meeting to order at 8:03 PM after a fabulous first club run from Langley
to the venue Glen Valley Regional Park Popular Bar location
Minutes

May 12th meeting minutes accepted. Accepted by Hilary and seconded by Andrew

Treasurer’s Report

Keith Sparkes indicated by email that there are no changes.

Editor’s Report

Please send photographs and articles. Next Newsletter is expected June 15, Charlie will send
photographs from tonight’s drive

Regalia

These items were not available.

Membership

The updated roster reflects 86 paid members to date, 12 at tonight's meeting with 11 cars.
Chris had his green TR8 and Andy also brought his TR8. They are new members attending
this meeting. And Dennis Popowich debuted his gorgeous new paint job on his TR8. Pictures
in the newsletter coming out.

Correspondence

Jerry was not present, but emails with information had been sent to members over the past
month. Madeline Donatello pasted away recently and she was very active in the club. Vito
thanked the club for the flowers sent to her family.

Past Events

Cars and coffee happen at a few venues and generally well attended.
United Boulevard Coquitlam at the Tim’s had up to 200 cars on Wednesday, June 2 meetup it’s
a regular Wed. night thing.

Future Events

Most events are still tentative and dependent upon the Covid status; similarly other may open
up when travel is permissible across the border.
The Boy’s run may take place in the fall (probably use last year’s plans) and there may be a family
run coming up.
ABFM in Washington is the third weekend in August
Van Dusen ABFM may take place on the Labour Day weekend.
Brian has a run on our website and it may take place June 17
The VTR (Vintage Triumph Registry) as well as TriumphFest are going ahead in the US late Sept /
early Oct. (dates to be confirmed). Charlie brought up the idea of possible going if the border is open.

Please refer to BCTR
web site often.

New Business

Hilary requested photographs for next year’s calendar; people can be in these photographs
which need to be sent with high pixel (resolution)count.
The meeting and drive tonight was a success and it was good to see John Hunt at the drive start.

Technical

Charlie spoke of his car being down and having to replace his carburetor but it still was not working well. Note Subsequent to the meeting the issue was resolved with the replacement of
the failed Pertronix distributor. He also spoke on getting his project car back to original state
and original in tank fuel pump installation problem finally being resolved.
Chris got his fuel gauge working with assistance from Charlie

Video & internet

None tonight. Meeting ended at 8:46 pm

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM. NEXT Meeting: Wednesday, July 14 th 2021
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July Meeting Minutes

From the Editors

Memberships
Memberships

Hello again from your editors.
The summer months have seen, by and large, a
return to the car meets and shows that we used to
enjoy in the days before Covid. Add to that we are
actually having in-person club meetings (outside)
and club runs ….things are really starting to look
up.
Now that there is more activity there is more
material for the newsletter and we are seeing the
benefit of that in this edition. However the reports and photographs that we publish still tend to
be the work of only a few members. It would be
very gratifying to see more members contributing
to the newsletter. So please, when you go to an
event or participate in a run or rally, take out your
smart phone and take a few snaps for the newsletter. If you find a web site or a vendor that
might be of interest to other members, make a
note and sent it in to us.
As always, we would like to offer a sincere
“Thank You” to those who have sent photos or
written articles for this issue, no matter if they a
few sentences or a few pages. We really appreciate them. Please keep them coming.
Comments on previously published articles are
also welcome as long as they respectfully worded.
If you do not have access to a computer, we will
gladly retype any hand written items you may wish
to send in. You can hand them to us or to a member of the Executive the at the monthly meetings.
Alternatively, if you call me at 604 771 2795 I can
provide you with a mailing address.
Triumph Heritage is published four times a year
(March, June, September and December) and is
distributed to its members as part of their annual
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Membership dues are $40.00 per year and are due
by December 31st.
Family Memberships
Family memberships are $50 for households that
have two continuously active members. The second
member is entitled to vote at all regular BCTR
meetings.
For membership renewals, contact: BCTR Registrar Ken Nicoll kdntr6@gmail.com

Monthly Meetings
BC Triumph Registry Monthly Meetings are normally
held the second Wednesday of the month at the
Cloverdale Fairgrounds, 6188 -176 Street, Surrey
starting at 7:30 pm sharp.
Since the start of restrictions on gatherings and the
temporary closure of the meeting place, club
meetings have been suspended. Please check the
club website frequently for any update on this situation.

dues. Only paid-up members will receive the quarterly publication on a regular basis.
We accept no responsibility for errors or omissions. Opinions expressed are those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect those of the BCTR
executive or its membership.
If there is an error in your name or address or you
have moved, please let the editors know. The Club
and the Quarterly Publication will be as good as we
collectively make it and we thank the members who
contribute to making it interesting.
Bryan Wicks and Jonathan Clegg
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Regalia
All items available with BCTR Club or standard Triumph logo. Order from Ellen by email: kesparks@shaw.ca
Aerial Flags

Embroidered Cloth Crests
2 inch diameter
$10

$5

United We Drive Pins 1 3/8” x 3/8”

$3

Long Sleeve Henley
Pocket, tagless back
neck, logo horn
buttons, taped neck
and shoulder seams.

Black or olive $42

Men’s Melton Wool Jacket
Leather sleeves and stand-up collar, rib-knot cuffs
and waist band, snap front closures, full Taffeta lining, inside pocket, with logo. Sizes S—5X
$175

You can order direct from Capricorn One in the UK. They have a wide range of Triumph Auto items. Their
website is www.capricorn1.co.uk. All items for all Triumph cars displayed when you click on “Triumph”

Some Club Cars!

BC Triumph Registry Quarterly Publication

37

People that make BC Triumph Registry Tick…..

Executive
President
Vice President
Secretary 1/2
Secretary 2/2
Treasurer
Past President
Membership

Charlie Dooley
Lee Cunningham
Lyle Dickson
Robert Strath
Keith Sparkes
Richard Walker
Ken Nicoll

bctriumph@gmail.com
l_cunnin@hotmail.com
bctriumph@gmail.com
bctriumph@gmail.com
kesparkes@shaw.ca
bctriumph@gmail.com
kdntr6@gmail.com

Position Vacant
Ken Nicoll
Jerry Goulet
Vladimir Kuzel
Jonathan Clegg
Bryan Wicks
Ellen Sparkes
Lee Cunningham
Jerry Goulet

kdntr6@gmail.com
jerry.tr3a@gmail.com
vkuzel@telus.net
jonathanc5885@gmail.com
bryankwicks@aol.com
kesparkes@shaw.ca
l_cunnin@hotmail.com
jerry.tr3a@gmail.com

Bryan Wicks
John Finlayson
Brian Thomlinson
Bob McDiarmid
Dave Rodger
Barry Puffer
Lee Cunningham

bwicksTR3@gmail.com
john_finlayson@telus.net
thomlinson2@shaw.ca
rjmcdiarmid@telus.net
rosrodger@gmail.com
bpuffer1@shaw.ca
l_cunnin@hotmail.com

Coordinators
Advertising
Club Archivist
Club Assets
Events
Publication Editors

Regalia
VTR Liaison
Webmaster

Technical Reps
TR2/3/3A/3B
TR4/4A
TR5/250
TR6
TR7/8
Spitfire and GT6
Triumph Other
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Upcoming Events—2020
If you have an event that you think would be of interest to BCTR members and would like to have included
in this list, please contact Vladi Kuzel- vkuzel@telus.net

Due to the uncertainty of the timing and
occurrence of future events, no calendar
has been included in this issue. Please
check the BCTR web site and email notifications regularly for events .

•
•

For more detailed information and future events, check out the BCTR website: http://
www.bctriumphregistry.com/
All dates are subject to change. The information has been gathered from outside sources and we take no
responsibility for errors or omissions.
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Looking Back

Very well presented Triumph 2000 with a TR6 engine at Mission
Raceway 19th Sept
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