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From the editor
This is traditionally the quietest time of year. The weather is crappy (at least, everywhere else in the
world), cars are snugly tucked away and, well, much as we love ’em, we don’t really want to subject
our little babies to the horrors of winter driving. Still, a few things to report, including a round-up of
technological innovations that make the whole vintage car thing easier than it used to be and a
brand-new cover layout for the Magazine. On that note, we have plenty of talented photographers
in the club and I would like to start using your images for the cover . If you have any high-res pics
that you’re particularly proud of, get them to me and they could find their way onto the cover of the
magazine. And to all members: don’t forget to write up your reports on any events that you attend.
This magazine is only as good as its contents. Happy trails.
Ted Laturnus
BCTR Monthly Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at the Burnaby Lake Rugby Football Club Clubhouse, 3760 Sperling Avenue, Burnaby and start at 7:45 pm sharp!
TRIUMPH HERITAGE is published four times a year (March, June, September and December) by the BCTR and is
distributed to its members as part of their annual dues. If you wish to receive the magazine on a regular basis you
must be a paid-up member. If there is an error in your name or address or you have moved, please let the editors
know as soon as possible for correction by email: dulden@telus.net. We accept no responsibility for errors or omissions. Opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the BCTR executive or its
membership.

2

BC Triumph Registry - March 2014

President’s Message
The winter months are now far behind (it’s snowing as I write this) and spring is just around the
corner. I trust that your winter projects are complete or nearing completion and you will all be
ready for the action packed 2014.
I would like to take this opportunity to update the membership on the Business side of the
BCTR and our plans as we move forward. Over the past few years the club was operating at a
deficit, relying on our reserves to keep up going. For the year ending December 2013 we
made a slight profit of $1,633.67 mainly on the success of ATDI. In order to ensure the viability
of the BCTR and continue to provide and outstanding calendar (Thanks Allan), the quarterly
magazine (Thanks Ted), sponsorship of a BCIT student, the summer barbeque, and other
events, we increased our annual dues slightly. In order to keep our dues as low as possible
we are introducing advertising in the magazine. (Anyone wish to advertise please let me
know). The few initiatives should keep the books balanced.
The first event for 2014 where we participate is LAMB’s St. Georges Day on April 27th, then
the All British Field Meet at Van Dusen Gardens on May 17th. This is usually the start of the
car season for most of us. Don’t forget the après ABFM barbeque. This year Dennis & Pat
Nelson will be hosting the event. (Details at the May Club meeting and at ABFM). Next up is
the Boy’s Run, June 6, 7th & 8th. Ken Nichol is planning this must do event. 3 days of driving
and serious fun.
As always we are looking for new ideas on how to improve the club. If you have any ideas
please pass them along to me at paul_tr250@shaw.ca.
Triumphantly,
Paul Barlow

Memberships
MEMBER DUES ARE $40.00 PER YEAR AND ARE DUE BY DECEMBER 31st. RENEWALS
PAID AFTER DECEMBER 31st ARE $ 50.00

SEND TO: BCTR, c/o JOHN FINLAYSON
2941 WILLOUGHBY AVE.
BURNABY, BC V3J 1K7

Family Memberships Family memberships are $10 extra for households that have two continuously active
members. The second member is entitled to vote at all BCTR meetings, however there will be only one printed
newsletter and calendar issued per family.
BC Triumph Registry - March 2014
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THE CARE AND FEEDING OF YOUR OLD CAR—
EASIER THAN IT USED TO BE
Like pets and people, cars need to be exercised regularly. Especially those with a few miles
on them; if those old bones and joints aren’t given a regular workout, they deteriorate….rubber gets brittle, oil loses its viscosity, gas sheds its octane, and moving parts become arthritic. Cars aren’t couch potatoes; they like it when you take them out once in
awhile.

If it’s an older collectible car, however, maintenance can sometimes be an issue. Lots of

parts are simply unavailable, and the quality of OEM (Original Equipment Manufacturer)
and NOS (New Old Stock) replacement parts can be iffy. A couple of years back, for example, a crop of made in China rubber bits and pieces hit the North American collector market
and they were…well, crap, and caused a lot of misery and frustration. Keeping that carburetor-fed, contact-points sparked, cast-iron, pushroad-activated powerplant humming can
be a challenge. But there are a few advancements out there that have made things a little
easier. Here are five things that have changed the face of the collector car hobby. (cont’d
next page).
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- Electronic ignition. There are a few aftermarket companies out there who manufacture
electronic ignition systems that replace the old mechanically-activated contact-points arrangement. And not before time….the old set-up can trace its origins back to 1910, or thereabouts, when Cadillac
developed the first
useable system.
Nowadays, companies like Crane, MSD,
and, especially,
Pertronix have a
range of products
for a vast variety of
models that can be
installed in minutes,
do the job better
and, once they’re in,
never need replacing. Installing an electronic ignition system in a vintage car
makes a world of
difference; it runs better, starts easier, is
easier to tune, and
delivers better fuel
economy. And most of
the time, it preserves the vintage
character of the
car. I have Pertronix
in my TR4A and
TR6, and, in both
cases, it really
woke the engine up.
- Carburetors. Arguably the most problematic area of an automobile is its fuel system. As
someone once said: 90 per cent of all electrical problems can be traced to the fuel system.
Pumps wear out, lines corrode, and carbs just flat stop working. Some, once they let go,
can never be put right…..Stromberg and Solex, for example. But replacement carburetors
are usually better than the originals, with closer manufacturing tolerances, less reliance on
rubber parts, and more precise fuel metering. One company, in
particular - Weber – has pretty
much cornered the European collector car hobby, with replacement carbs for everything from
Austins to Zagatos. Next time
you attend a vintage car show and
shine, check out how many
European models are now sporting
Weber carbs. Bonus: rebuild
kits and obscure models are readily
available and – usually – reasonably priced.
- Synthetic lubricating fluids.
Today’s breed of synthetic “oil” is
technically a man-made lubricating fluid, and you can get them for
engines, gearboxes, differentials, brake systems, suspension
parts, and on and on. Synthetic fluid is quicker to warm up,
holds is viscosity longer, lubricates better, and goes further between changes. Long in the
tooth transmissions, especially, benefit enormously from synthetic gear fluid; synchromesh
is preserved and cold starts are made much easier. Like old-age pensioners, cars don’t like
getting up in the morning and can be kind of grumpy until they get going. Synthetic oil
makes it easier to get the ball rolling.
(cont’d next page).
BC Triumph Registry - March 2014
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- eBay. Until this web-based marketplace showed up in 1995, vintage car hobbyists were at
the mercy of swap meets and autojumbles when they needed hard-to-find replacement
parts. eBay is a 24/7 swap meet and I’m continually amazed at the variety of stuff being put
up for sale. Need a set of trunnion bushings for an MGTF? Gudgeon pins for an Alvis?
You’ll probably find them on eBay, and to a lesser extent, Craig’s List and Kijiji. A leap of
faith is required when purchasing something on eBay, however….you’re hoping and assuming that the seller will do the right thing and follow through, but in at least a decade of buying and selling on this web site, I’ve only been burned once. Tip: lots of sellers make their
profit on so-called “shipping and handling” and you want to keep these costs down as much
as possible.

- Collector car insurance. Out west, BC collectors have a good thing going. The government
-owned Insurance Corporation of British Columbia (ICBC) has a collector/vintage/modified
car insurance plan whereby, if your car passes muster, you can get plated for a fraction of
what it would normally cost. My aforementioned TR4A, for example, runs me about $260 a
year for good coverage, with all the usual deductions. In Ontario, private companies, like
Hagerty and State Farm have similar programs, but neither of these two can match ICBC’s
rates.

The London Daily Telegraph recently reported that collector cars are one of the “shrewdest”
investments you can make, appreciating in value more than gold, coins, stamps, and, in
some cases, real estate. In the past decade, says The Telegraph, some classic cars have
soared in value by up to 430 per cent….the operative word here being “some”. If you’re
talking about Ferraris, Bentleys, Porsches and the like, that may be true, but for those of us
living here on planet Earth, collector cars are first and foremost, an excellent hobby, with all
kinds of built-in fun and appeal.
****************************************
RWM & Company recently had an
open house at their new digs in
Delta, near the Boundary Bay Airport. Some of the cars under restoration included a Morgan Plus4,
MGB GT, Frasier-Nash replica
and, a Porsche 912 once owned
by Salt Spring Island folkie, Valdy.
Just out of curiosity, I asked owner
Rob Maynard for a quote for a new
paint job on my TR6: $12,000 or
thereabouts if I want it taken down
to bare metal…..and that doesn’t
include any reconstruction work.
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BCTR Regalia
Blow out sale of ATDI Regalia 50% off.
Men’s Long sleeve denim shirt TWO LEFT 100% Cotton, 7.5 oz button
down collar, left chest pocket with pencil holder space with embroidered ATDI logo 2
Large, Price: $15

Drink Coasters (set of 6) BEST BUY!
Recycled ECO Coasters constructed of 100% PCW recycled pulp with the ATDI logo . PRICE: 2 for $5

Brushed Cotton Driving cap. Four left. Price: $10

Golf Umbrella, 54” arc . Graphite handle. $10.00 .

AirCare will be reducing test fees in 2014. This is in re‐
sponse to the BC government’s request that AirCare re‐
duce the test fee for 1992‐and‐newer vehicles in the
final year of the program. The fee for 1992‐and‐newer
vehicles will be reduced to $36, while the fee for 1991‐
and‐older vehicles and for all re‐inspections will remain
at $23.

BC Triumph Registry - March 2014
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A random assortment of images from last year’s driving season……..
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Member profile — Jonathan Clegg And His Well-Travelled TR5
It only took the first few minutes of a test drive to convince me that this was the car I wanted. The car had been brought from England to South
Africa some years earlier and was in excellent condition, or so it appeared. A local mechanic who knew the car inside out had done an excellent job of keeping it tuned. The owner confessed to having had a small difference of opinion over right-of-way with a sheep on a country road
in Somerset which resulted in some small bodywork to the front driver’s side fender. Other than that it seemed in fine shape.
The car was great to drive. It zipped along effortlessly with lots of low-end torque for easy passing and minimal gear changing. The steering
was rather heavy and so was the clutch, but I soon began to notice a few other “issues”. Like the way it would develop a vapour lock in the
fuel pump when the fuel level was low and the drive was longer than about half an hour. Or the fact that the wipers were not very efficient at
dealing with any rain other than a light drizzle. I also discovered that the sills had considerable rust, as had the inner fender panels which lead
to soggy feet when driving in the rain. Another problem that crept up on me from time to time was the fact that the generator was not very well
sized and, after a succession of short trips, I would frequently find the battery struggling to start the engine.
When the time came to leave SA at the end of 79, I drove the car to the shippers, handed over the keys and sadly, that was pretty much where
the fun ended. My first place of residence in Canada was Saskatoon and when the car arrived from the shippers, it would not run. The exhaust had been ripped off during shipping and there was a dent in the hood where someone had been overenthusiastic in trying to close it.
The hood and the exhaust were annoying but relatively easy fixes and covered by insurance; getting the engine running again though was a
whole different issue. There was only one shop in town that laid claim to having any knowledge of British cars and after a few conversations
with them it soon became evident that they would be no help getting the TR running again. Luckily, my parents still lived in the UK and after
several discussions with my father he tracked down an exchange metering unit which he was able to obtain on the promise of bringing the old
one back. He brought it over with a set of new injectors on his next trip.
I managed to get some copies of the official Triumph TR5 workshop manual from the Saskatoon Public Library, and was finally able to get the
engine running again. Well, sort of running; it was quite driveable but it had nothing like the power I enjoyed in South Africa. There were no
resources locally and things we take for granted these days like
tracking information down on the internet just didn`t exist then.
Also, my work was quite remote from Saskatoon and didn`t
leave me a lot of time to work on the car. As a result, I tended to
drive it infrequently.... just enough to keep it running.
After 8 years in Saskatchewan I decided I had had enough of
the brutal winters and it was time to head west. After a few trips
to Vancouver with my soon-to-be wife, we took possession of
our present house in Burnaby in 1987 and moved out here permanently. The TR followed shortly thereafter and I soon had it
on the road again. I can’t say that it ran any better here than in
Saskatoon, but it was more enjoyable driving here and the days
when driving was possible were greater so I drove it around
quite a bit. One day I took it to the Van Dusen gardens when
the Classic Car Show was on. I had intended just to look other
cars but while I was parking it on the street, someone at the
entrance noticed it asked me if it was a “real” TR5, and when I
told him it was he asked if I would like to put it in the show. So I did, and in the process met some members of the BC Triumph Registry and
ended up joining the club.
I continued to drive the car and did a few trips here and there, still suffering the occasional vapour lock on the some of the longer drives. Then
came Air Care. I was unable to get it passed. At that time we were in the midst of renovating our house, had just started a family, and work
was becoming very demanding, so I had no time to look for solutions for the TR. Eventually I let the insurance lapse, along with my club membership.
For the last few years it has sat sadly on blocks and gathered dust, gnawing away at my conscience every time I walked in the garage.
Friends would ask me what I was going to do with it and I didn’t have a good answer.
Recently though, I am to become something of an “empty-nester”. There are no more excuses and I would like it to be a daily driver, although
I would obviously not use it in the worst weather. Over the last few years I have mused a lot about what I would like to do with it once I finally
start work on it. I am presently leaning towards keeping it fairly original, but maybe not collector status. One of the first things I will be looking
at will be to get a new fuel tank and look into the fuel delivery and metering system. My main objective is to get it going this year.

- Jonathan Clegg
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BC Triumph Registry Monthly Meeting January 8, 2014 Minutes
Paul B. welcomed everyone to the meeting at 7:43 P.M. Hagerty Insurance has paid for advertising in our calendar and has sent key chains
and special magazines for our members. Paul will contact Hagerty about advertising in the Triumph Heritage. No new members. 26 members in attendance.

Minutes
Thank you to Robert Strath for taking the minutes of the last meeting. The minutes of the December 11th meeting were approved as circulated.

Treasurer’s Report
Keith S. reported balance at end of December was approximately $8,000 and he has approximately $3,000 to deposit. The financial statements for 2013 will be prepared when Keith and John F. can get together.

Editor’s Report
Ted L. asked whether members want minutes published in the magazine. Discussion was that minutes are to be mailed to the four members who do not have email. Therefore, they get three months of minutes with the quarterly magazine in the mail. Ted asked that members
let him know what they want in the magazine. Paul said the Manitoba Triumph Club are asking if we want to exchange magazines. That
would be the soft copy. Agreed.

Membership
John F. reported 74 members paid up for 2014 to date.

Correspondence
Allan R. reported that Steve Hanegan of Bellevue ABFM advised that they are moving the site to Saint Edward State Park, Lake Washington, on the grass.

Events
Brian T. offered to put together a drive on a Saturday. Further discussion indicated interest in South Fraser Perimeter Road around second
week in March. Our numbers for the Banquet are just at the minimum. We decided to invite Ruth Burgess of All British to our banquet in
view of her retirement in appreciation for her years of service. Jerry G. reminded us to bring door prizes to the Banquet. The Spring Thaw is
taking entries right now, they are going quickly.

Future events:
Trish M. asked if people would be interested in a tour of the Canadian Museum of Flight in Langley in March or April. We'll put it on the
agenda for next meeting. (Brian might plan a drive around this event.) We'll put it on the agenda for next meeting. (Brian might plan a drive
around this event.)

Elections
Paul called for nominations, and at the same time indicated that all present executive have agreed to run for re-election. No nominations put
forward. Present executive affirmed.

Entertainment
Brian T. brought the DVD of the Triumphfest VTR 2013.

Technical
Adrian M. pointed out how hot it gets in the spare tire compartment. Some members are now going to put a heat shield to protect the spare
tire. Dave L. pointed out that the fuel pump in the TR8 is in the gas tank. An easy replacement is to put a new fuel pump on the outside of
the tank. Dave R. indicated that Andrew is looking for an air cleaner element for his fuel injected TR8.

New Business
Sarah W. expressed her concern about the new Canada Post rates recently announced and the effect on our costs to mail out the magazine and its subsequent negative impact on club dues. Maybe we should do as other clubs and make the magazine available on line.
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( Minutes cont’d)

New Business
Sarah W. expressed her concern about the new Canada Post rates recently announced and the effect on our costs to mail out the magazine
and its subsequent negative impact on club dues. Maybe we should do as other clubs and make the magazine available on line. Paul said we
have discussed this many times in the past and our members like to receive the physical magazine. It also helps to get new members when
we go to ABFM, for example. We are keenly interested in keeping everyone happy.
Vito D. told us about Nigel Matthews' request that the Jag/MG Club develop a program to interest young people in our classic cars. Hagerty
have a Foundation with money available for this project. They are looking for a project car, location, insurance, instructors, etc. and when the
requirements are in place will submit the plan to the Foundation for approval. Vito suggests 16 - 18 year old high school students, on Saturdays, with the science teacher in attendance to relate the science to the mechanics of the cars, hydraulics, etc. It will likely be a MGB restoration. Location may be at Robert Maynard's shop in Delta which is about 4,000 sq. ft. Paul suggested our club could come up with an idea for
encouraging young people to take an interest in these older cars. For example, the BCIT student who received the bursary money from us and
his fellow students might find out "this is fun stuff" if we take our cars to BCIT and expose the students to them.
John Carlson, President of NACC, has warned clubs that generally they are not very well covered for insurance, particularly where legal fees
are not covered in a club's insurance policy. If the club can't pay the legal fees, the executive could be liable to pay them. Keith S. will get a
copy of our club's insurance policy for review.
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm.
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BCTR Events
March 12, 2014

BCTR Meeting

Burnaby Lake Rugby Football Club, 3760 Sperling Avenue,
Burnaby, meetings start at 7:45PM.

April 9, 2014

BCTR Meeting

Burnaby Lake Rugby Football Club, 3760 Sperling Avenue,
Burnaby, meetings start at 7:45PM.

April 13, 2014

Fair & Swap
Meet

British Car Restoration Fair & Swap Meet, Victoria
Heritage Acres

April 27, 2014

Fort Langley

St. Georges Day British Motoring Show

May 17, 2014

BCTR Meeting
ABFM Van
Dusen

Burnaby Lake Rugby Football Club, 3760 Sperling Avenue,
Burnaby, meetings start at 7:45PM.
Vancouver All British Classic Car Show Van Dusen
Gardens

May 18, 2014

Run to Whistler

All British Run to Whistler

June 11, 2014
June 14, 2014
June 15, 2014

BCTR Meeting
Coquitlam
Old Car Sunday

Burnaby Lake Rugby Football Club, 3760 Sperling Avenue,
Burnaby, meetings start at 7:45PM.
KMS Tools Show & Shine
Old Car Sunday in the Park, Mission, BC

June 15,2014

All British Show,
Victoria

July 9, 2014

BCTR Meeting

July 25 & 26th, 2014

Kenmore, Wa.

August 13, 2014

BCTR Meeting

Western Washington All British Field Meet
.
Burnaby Lake Rugby Football Club, 3760 Sperling Avenue,
Burnaby, meetings start at 7:45PM.

August 15 & 16th 2014

ATDI

All-Triumph Drive-in, Tacoma, Wa.

August 17, 2014

Abbotsford

Hougan Park Picnic Show N' Shine

September 6 & 7th, 2014

Langley

Langley Good Times Cruise-In Show & Shine

May 14, 2014

September 6 /7, 2014 Van Dusen
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All British Car & Motorcycle Show, Victoria
Burnaby Lake Rugby Football Club, 3760 Sperling Avenue,
Burnaby, meetings start at 7:45PM.

Luxury SuperCar & Concours d’elegance
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