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From the editors
While not officially summer yet, the season has finally started. A big Thank You to everyone who
submitted articles and pictures for this edition, we couldn’t do it without you. If you go on any runs
or events , please drop us a line with a few words and share your day with other members. Again
our thanks to everyone who sent articles and pictures for this issue of the magazine. Without your
submissions this would have been very thin.
Adrian and I have been the editors since 2005, except for the two years when Allan kindly stepped
up and carried the mantle. We have decided it’s time for someone else to put their stamp on the
magazine and as such the September issue will be our last. If you’re interested in the position
please contact us or Paul.
Cheers, Adrian and Trish
BCTR Monthly Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at the Burnaby Lake Rugby
Football Club Clubhouse, 3760 Sperling Avenue, Burnaby and start at 7:45 pm sharp!
TRIUMPH HERITAGE is published four times a year (March, June, September and December) by the BCTR and is
distributed to its members as part of their annual dues. If you wish to receive the magazine on a regular basis you
must be a paid-up member. If there is an error in your name or address or you have moved, please let the editors
know as soon as possible for correction by email: dulden@telus.net. We accept no responsibility for errors or
omissions. Opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of the BCTR executive
or its membership.
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President’s Message

Spring is upon us, ABFM and the Boys Run is done so it's time to really enjoy our Triumphs.
This season looks like a very eventful time, more show n shines than time but we will find the
event that suits each and every one of us. Taking your Triumph for a good run is good for the
car and your mind. Driving a Triumph relieves stress, puts a smile on your face and makes all
other drivers look in ah. So go out and drive your TR as much as you can, rain or shine.
If you haven't signed up for the ATDI , I do encourage you do so, Trish, Jerry and the ATDI
Committee have put together a fabulous event, not to be missed. There are drives to wineries,
drives to the top end to Naramata and more. Did I mention the setting right on the lake in
Penticton? We anticipate over 100 Triumphs so come join us.
Now to business, we need someone to step up and take over the Newsletter. After 2 stints as
Editors, Adrian & Trish will be passing on the pen after the September 2013 Newsletter. We
need someone to fill the void or no Newsletter.
I hope to see you all at ATDI in Penticton or before in one of the many events in the area.
Paul Barlow
President

Distance Memberships
IF YOU LIVE OUTSIDE THE FOLLOWING
BOUNDARIES:
NORTH: MAPLE RIDGE
EAST: ABBOTSFORD
WEST: LIONS BAY
SOUTH: US BORDER
YOUR DUES ARE $25.00 PER YEAR OR
$35.00 AFTER DECEMBER 31st.

Lower Mainland Memberships
MEMBER DUES ARE $35.00 PER YEAR AND ARE DUE
BY DECEMBER 31st. RENEWALS PAID AFTER
DECEMBER 31st ARE $ 45.00

SEND TO: BCTR, c/o JOHN FINLAYSON
2941 WILLOUGHBY AVE.
BURNABY, BC V3J 1K7

Family Memberships Family memberships are $15 extra for households that have two continuously active
members. The second member is entitled to vote at all BCTR meetings, however there will be only one printed
newsletter and calendar issued per family.
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Brit Car Drive Up
March 30, 2013

March in the Pacific North West. Time to blow out the cobwebs and head over to the Vancouver Planetarium
parking lot, for what should be a fun parade of classic British cars. Our destination was to be the Vancouver
International Auto Show being held at the convention center. Arranged by Patrick Stewart, this gathering was
intended to promote the 2013 ABFM. I waited till the last minute to see what the spring weather would bestow
upon us. Since I missed the pre registration I didn't think I would make it into the vehicular display at Jack Poole
Plaza but I thought I would tag along for the parade. Most entrants had already assembled by the time I had
arrived at the Planetarium, & it wasn't long before Patrick gave us our marching orders. I ended up behind
the wonderful 1911 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost owned by John & Marny Pierson. Pedestrians smiled at our
procession of shiny vintage cars as we drove north up Burrard Street.

Well I needn't have fretted about the weather because it turned out to be perfect. I
even managed to join the other cars on the plaza. After parking next to the Olympic
cauldron I walked about enjoying the fantastic view afforded by the location. Nearby,
on Coal Harbor, a Coast Guard hovercraft droned by & seaplanes took off & landed.
Tourists & locals alike were soaked in the rare spring rays & took in the impromptu
Brit car show. Several makes were present including a smattering of Triumphs. It was
all quite idyllic. Once I had a quick look at all the vehicles that were on display at the plaza, I went to check out
the Vancouver International Auto Show, thanks to the free pass provided by Patrick. Oddly enough I have never
attended this show. Time to see what all the fuss was about with the likes of the Fiat 500 Abarth & the new
Dodge Dart etal being present. I must admit I would have gladly driven away in the Lexus LFA, the McLaren,
the Mercedes SLS Roadster or, for something a little more affordable, the Subaru BRZ/Scion FR-S. The mint
1969 HEMI Charger 500 that will be up for bids at the Vancouver Collector Car Show & Auction in June was
present, along with a nicely done hotrod pickup, which was promoting this year’s Langley Cruise-In.
The doors were locked on some of the higher end vehicles to keep the monkeys out (speaking of monkeys my
poor TR4 was dealing with a few whilst I wiled away the afternoon at the show). Patrick was nice enough to
send a message to my cell warning me that folks were abusing a certain TR4 on the plaza, alas I did not check
my messages until it was too late...my bad, I guess should have left earlier with the rest of the group. By the
time I surfaced back at Jack Poole Plaza my TR4 was all alone & covered in monkey prints. As I drove away I
noticed a dash vent was broken & wait...what's that rattling? My passenger door was ajar (don't ask me how I
did not notice that before I drove off). Darned monkeys! I headed down West Georgia for a pleasant spin
around Stanley Park & then drove home.
Other than the aforementioned monkey incident it was otherwise a wonderful day. One can only hope that the
weather will be as idyllic for the 2013 ABFM.
Gerald Carlsen
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St Georges Day Motoring Show
April 21st, 2013
Weather didn't dampen our spirits.
The 8th annual St. George's Day British Motoring Show started a little wet and cool but the sun shone
through by lunchtime and the display of 69 plus cars sizzled in the afternoon.
The show featured many LAMB cars and was highlighted with some very nice Jaguar's on the prowl. Twin
XKE Jaguars manufactured only 11 days apart created a lot of interest, along with Morgan, MG, Triumph,
Vauxhall, Lotus, Rolls Royce, Austin Healey, Morris, Met, Rover, London Taxis and of course, the Alvis Rolls
Royce Ferret army vehicle that rumbled in with the fleet from Ian and Doreen Newby. What a fantastic
showing!
A new feature this year was Nigel Mathews of Hagerty Insurance presenting the Hagerty Preservation
Award. Nigel selected the Newbys’ London Double Decker Bus, and the entire crew was on hand to accept
the award. The Mayor’s Choice Award was presented by Mayor Jack Froese and his wife Debbie to the
outstanding silver/blue Morgan belonging to Ken Miles.
This year we had a MINI battery powered replica car for kids, donated by Langley MINI to raise money for
Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Langley. At the end of the day over $900 was raised for them with raffle
ticket sales. The winner, Denise, was thrilled and we are sure her Grandchildren will also be thrilled with
their new gift.
At the end of the show a number of vehicles and their owners stayed and talked to interested visitors and
enjoyed the sunshine (thanks again Carole). All cars started obediently at day’s end (is this a record?) Next
time yours doesn’t and you can’t identify the problem, think of the complexity of the Alvis Rolls Royce
Ferret which refused to start. Where to begin…the carburetor
adjustment for altitude; who knew? It was set for Las Vegas and
didn’t so much like “sea level”. After its’ keeper, Glen, gave it an
attitude (altitude) adjustment it fired right up in smart military
fashion.
Glen also shared this tidbit
from earlier in the day. A girl
of about 8 years had climbed
down inside the Ferret and as
she emerged, she turned
toward the rear where its’
communications antennae are mounted. Upon spotting them she
said, “Look mom, WiFi”. Priceless.
Thank-you, to everyone who braved the early morning rain to bring
cars, and also to those who arrived later. Your participation made
the day.
Article courtesy of LAMB and Editor Martin Ross
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RX Autoworks Tour
April 21, 2013

Well it looks like it's going to be a nice day, lets bring out the TR for a bit of a jaunt out to RX Autoworks
open house in North Vancouver. The Vancouver Sun Run had finished up so all the streets were beginning to reopen. Let's go! Um, on second thought...no. Dark clouds suddenly gathered on the horizon
and the winds began to pick up. Looks like I'm going to be taking a ride on the SeaBus instead. As I
approached the W. Cordova St. Terminal the rain began to pelt down it sheets, & my umbrella inverted
itself in the gale force winds. Entering the station all the hell that had been unleashed upon me abated.
Whew! Suddenly things were comparatively serene again. Once discharged on the other side of Burrard
inlet a brisk walk through the Lonsdale Quay positioned me next to the former site of the historic
Wallace shipyards. From there a short walk up the hill brought me to the open entrance to the small,
unassuming shop known as RX Autowoks. I had never been over to the RX shop in N. Van. before, but I
have seen their workmanship at various auto shows that I have attended. I must admit I was always very
impressed with their restorations.
Parked just inside the overhead door was a neato little Alfa TZ2...wow, can't be too many of them
around, even when they were new. Now for those of you who haven't seen the 1933 Alfa Romeo 6C
1750 GS Coupé by Figoni that has received the full RX Autoworks treatment, it is a real treat. In 2012,
next to the shores of Lake Como in Italy, it
won the Concorso d’Eleganza Villa d’Este
(now that's one show I'd like to experience).
I had seen the car at the Italian/French show
in N. Van. the year or so before, when it was
still clad in two tone blue. It was certainly a
neat car then, but now it's a real show
stopper! Just look at those body lines, and
that amazing dash! While one of the gentlemen at RX nervously propped up the hood,
the Alfa's motor with it's unique finned
manifolds & front mounted blower drew
many an admiring gaze. Nearby, a Messerschmidt “Kabinenroller” and an MGB were nearing the final
stages of restoration. A Lancia B20 GT body clad in primer was atop a lift (when was the last time you
saw one of those?). Over on the shop floor a Lagonda V12 Rapide body shell on stands had been hammered into perfection. Perched atop the paint booth was a customized Morris Minor shell. Tools of the
trade were neatly positioned in several areas of the shop whilst a bookcase near the entrance contained
a cornucopia of automotive literature. Awards won at Pebble Beach lined a nearby shelf. A Saenz gearbox was propped on one of the counters. There was even a Triumph in the shop, of the two wheeled variety: a bobber style motorcycle project. What a neat place to work!
As I strolled back to the Quay to catch the SeaBus, the sky began to clear & while passing the nearby Seaspan dry docks, I noticed a barge loaded with several vintage passenger rail dome cars. Hopefully these
were headed for a proper restoration like the automobiles found at RX Autoworks.
Much more information is available at their website: http://www.rxautoworks.com
Gerald Carlsen
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Hookie Day Fun Run
April 23, 2013
This was our 1st 2013 “Hookie Day Fun Run” from Tim Horton’s in
Abbotsford, out to Harrison to the “Old Setler Pub” for lunch,
Rex Swett, Mike Holliday and I toured all the southern routes of
Abbotsford & Chilliwack, zigzagging our way over through Rosedale,
over the mighty Fraser River into Agassiz & into Harrison. Having a
nice & inexpensive pint & sandwich, then off through Hwy #7 to Mission and home. All the thanks
go out to Mike for coming up with this great adventure idea and we plan on doing this at least once
a month on a sunny Monday or Tuesday – join us!

Cheers, Dan Brien

D W Poppy Car Show
May 5th, 2013
Hello everyone, Mike Holliday and I attended the 1st “Hot Rod Field Show” kicking off 2013 at the
“DW Poppy High School” in beautiful & sunny Langley, BC on Sunday May 5th, where it reached
records in “car attendance [over 700]” & “temperatures [32c]”
We arrived at the high school around [7am], with 40-50 hot rods behind us for an early start and to
get a good parking spot . Later that morning we were flanked by two other Brit’s [President from
LAMB] & [Member from FVBMC]. Our “British Cars” were welcomed by all the “Hot Rod Folks”, who
appreciated the support from “across the pond” – we brought back many memories for people who
used to “own or had” a ride in the past with a beautiful British car.
We also wanted to acknowledge “Mr Kelly J A McPherson & Wife”, for coming by the show on
Sunday & dropping off their new business cards – “let’s go shopping”!
Please, please check out the “Harrison’s Auto Event List” at http://www.autoeventlist.com/ and
come on out to an event – you will have a blast! “The Hot Rod Enthusiasts” love to see our British
Cars!
Cheers,
Dan Brien
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2013 Spring Thaw
April 26th to 28th, 2013
This year’s Spring Thaw – the fifth – was, predictably, a resounding success. Running from April 26
– 28, including support and chase vehicles, there were about 70 cars participating….as well as a
couple of pick-up trucks. One of these was arguably one of the more intriguing entrants this year:
an early 1950’s vintage International half-ton, powered by a Mercedes diesel taken from a 1985
300D, with a front clip, disc brakes, and, I think, a Mustang rear end. No fancy paint, no megaexpensive interior…..Cornbinder meets oil-burner….the quintessential rat rod.
Other cars included a 1960 Alvis drophead coupe, a Bentley Continental Type R, a Renault Gordini
(that revs to 8000 rpm on a regular basis), a 1957 Alfa Sprint Speciale
prototype, and a 1961 Aston Martin DB4. Not to mention the usual
clutch of Minis, BMWs, and Saabs. My own car, a 1976 BMW 2002,
didn’t miss a beat and was chosen over my Triumph simply because of
comfort. But one Triumph actually showed up: a 1974 TR6 that was
basically driven to its limit (I know this because I was right on him on the
run from Revelstoke to the Needles ferry….140 – 150 km/h all the way).
There was one DNF: a Saab 96 that simply died as it approached Merritt and had to be flat-decked
back to Vancouver, whereupon the owner and his co-driver jumped into a Toyota Celica and drove
back up to Kamloops to re-join the event…..at 4:30 in the morning.
One of the event sponsors – Hagerty Insurance – was represented by well-known car guy, Nigel
Mathews, who observed that, given the fact that the event was being sponsored by an insurance
company, it might be a good idea to keep the speeds down to a reasonable level. Good advice;
when the red mist descends, it’s sometimes hard to remember that they take your car away if
you’re 50 km/h over the posted limit. Tell that to the guy in the right-hand drive Mini who passed
me at well over 160 km/h, just outside of Kamloops on Highway 5A.
This year, the route was a little longer than usual…..about 1500 km in all. We started at Squamish,
spent the first night in Kamloops, the second in Vernon, and along the way drove through Lillooet,
Revelstoke, Nakusp and Salmon Arm and took two ferries in the process. Some of those north
Okanagan roads are completely empty, and the run up from the Farquier ferry to Lumby is spectacular and custom-made for corner-carvers.
As usual, this event was well-organized and ran (at least from my perspective) without a hitch. All
you had to do was show up and drive. As the T-shirt says: Eat. Sleep. Drive. Repeat.
For those that missed this year’s event, organizers Warwick Patterson and Dave Hurd are doing a
“Fall Freeze” tour, sometime in late October. For more info on that, go to the web site:
www.classiccaradventures. com.
Ted Laturnus
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The British Columbia
Triumph Registry
invites all Triumph
owners to the
33rd Annual

All Triumph Drive
In
in
Penticton, BC
August 16th to 18th
2013
Come celebrate the 33rd Annual All Triumph Drive In in the magnificent Okanagan Valley city of Penticton,
August 16th to 18th, 2013. Penticton is one of Canada’s premier holiday destinations and is in the
midst of Okanagan Wine Country.
Our host hotel is the Ramada Inn and Suites Penticton which invites you to enjoy unmatched style, decor and
superb hospitality with the amenities and services expected of an upscale hotel.
www.pentictonramada.com
Ask for the ATDI 2013 rate which starts at $ 159.00 CAD
Telephone: 1 800 665 4966
The event begins on Friday with registration, an afternoon wine tour with a “natter and noggin” in the evening.
Saturday will feature a morning car show at one of the lakeshore parks in Penticton followed by driving tours
of the local area. An evening banquet and awards ceremony will be held at the host hotel.
Join us for the ATDI and stay a few days. The Wine Country has so much to offer with more than
50 wineries within a 20 minute drive and 125 wineries in an easy one hour drive. Enjoy the cities beaches,
dine in the local restaurants, play a round of golf or tour the SS Sicamous Marine Heritage Museum
and discover the history of the region.
http://www.tourismpenticton.com
Event details are available on our website: www.atdi2013.ca
or though the link from our club website: www.bctriumphregistry.com

Your hosts, The British Columbia Triumph Registry
Email: info@atdi2013.ca
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Trip to the birthplace of our Little British Cars
April 2013
This April I accompanied my wife Blaize, on a trip to Oxford, England and decided to go looking
around the country to see where all this British car stuff started.
I had been in contact with John Macartney who used to work for Standard Triumph. I first met John
when he did the 2009 North America tour in a Triumph Stag and we hosted “The British Are
Coming” car show to raise money for his cause (PTSD) in Vancouver in September of 2009. He
had said to me “when you are in England come and visit me and I’ll show you around”.
On April 11th, I met John in Warwick and we went by car
to Coventry (about 60 miles from Oxford). Coventry was
the home to many British car factories, including Triumph.
We visited the Coventry Transport Museum which has
over 240 cars,
commercial vehicles
and buses, 94
motorcycles, 200
cycles, 25,000 models and around 1 million archive items.
The collection includes many of the earliest cars, including a
1907 Standard. In the Triumph section there is the Triumph
Italia on loan from a Canadian living in Victoria.
After our visit, I treated John to lunch at a pub full of memorabilia called “The Flying Standard”.
Then we went to the Canley Road area of Coventry, where at one time the Triumph factory
occupied 90 acres of land. Now all that is left is a building that was the employee Recreation Centre
and a Triumph Memorial created by a number of Triumph
clubs.
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The next day, I went with my wife up to North Yorkshire to stay with friends for the weekend, where
one of the highlight was a visit to Hadrian’s Wall, which was the northern most point of the Roman
Empire. On our way back to Oxford, I made a detour to Lincoln
(130 miles from Oxford) which is home to Rimmer Bros. where
I stopped and purchased a blue hood cover (that means top, in
Canadian) to further the conversion of my French Blue TR6
from Blue, Black & Black to Blue, Blue & Blue.
The next day, I drove up to Gaydon (about 40 miles from Oxford) to visit the Heritage Motor Centre Museum. As well as the
exhibits, it also hosts the British Heritage Centre, where you
can get a “birth certificate” for your Triumph. This was not as
good (in my opinion) as the Coventry museum, but was very
interesting and had some very nice cars. In fact, up on the mezzanine, they had a French Blue
TR6.

They had a featured exhibit called “Morris The Man” explaining the large role William Morris played
in the British Car industry. As you probably know, MG stands for Morris Garage.
After my visits, I have a much better idea about the size of the British auto industry and the important roles in played in the development of the automobile and the key role it played during the
Great World Wars. I did notice, however, that there were very few Old English cars on the road.
Allan Reich
1975 Triumph TR6
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Triumph Italia 2000 GT
An intriguing piece of Triumph history is on display in the Coventry Transport Museum (formerly
known as the Museum of British Road Transport) courtesy of a Victoria motoring enthusiast.
The Triumph Italia 2000 GT was presented to the buying public in 1959 and touted as "Italian bodywork at its best, British tradition in sports car engineering at its finest."
The Italia was penned by Italian coachwork designer Giovanni Michelotti based on a Triumph TR-3
chassis and running gear. It was first shown at the 1958 Turin auto show. The show car was commissioned by Triumph's Italian distributor to gauge public interest in a closed coupe version of the
TR-3 convertible. Encouraged by public interest, the distributor started production, envisioning
building 1,000 cars.
The distributor suffered a setback when Triumph withdrew official support of the cars, fearing the
Italia would compete against the yet-to-be-released TR-4, which would eventually be introduced in
1962. Ironically, the TR-4 was also designed by Michelotti and shares some styling cues.
Nevertheless, the distributor prevailed with Italian coachbuilder Alfredo Vignale eventually manufacturing 329 cars between 1959 and 1962.
The early discontinuation of production can be attributed to the Italia's $5,000 price tag, which was
$1,000 more than a TR-3 and about the same price as an E-Type Jaguar. If that detail was not
enough to dissuade buyers there was another: Purchasers had to sign a waiver stating they understood there were no spare body panels available outside Italy in the event of an accident.
"The Italia was a white elephant that the dealers wanted to get rid of, eventually offering a substantial (at that time) $1,500 discount to clear out the cars." says Dennis Brammer of Victoria, the
owner of one of 15 known to survive. Although the last cars were manufactured in 1962, cars languished on dealer lots until 1965, when the last ones, including Brammer's, were sold.
After purchasing the car sight-unseen from a California widow in 1995, Brammer had the car flown
to the continent in 1999 to attend a celebration of 100 years of the car on the Channel Islands.
After a 3,000-mile road trip touring England and the Channel Islands, he was visiting the former
Museum of British Road Transport in Coventry when his car came to the attention of the museum
staff.
"There were more people outside the museum looking at my car than there were visitors inside the
museum," says Brammer. With a little persuasion, he and his wife, Carol, graciously lent the rare
Italia to the museum for 10 years.
Brammer has owned a number of Triumphs, including a 1934 Standard-Triumph, and assorted
Jaguars. His current daily driver is a V8-powered, 1961 Daimler SP 250.
From the Edmonton Journal, May 2007
Editors note - I was planning on including this
artilcle in this edition of the Magazine before Allan sent me his story. Co-incidence?
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All British Field Meet
May 18th, 2013
Running true to form, it was not the best of weather for the start of the meet but usually it clears up.
This time Mother Nature just couldn’t decide if it should be sunny and warm or dull and chilly. This was
the first ABFM we have gone to where no one put the tops on their cars down until it was time for the
awards. All that polishing and vacuuming for naught!
Club winners were:
Gary and Dorothy Gore
1962 TR3B
British Racing Green 2nd
Paul Barlow
1968 TR250
Green
2nd
Brian Thomlinson
1968 TR250
Blue
3rd
Lyle Dickson
1973 TR6
Blue
2nd
Allan Reich
1975 TR6
Blue
2nd
Dale McRoberts
1982 TR7
White
1st
Ken Martin
1980 TR8
Green
1st
Dave Larrigan
1980 TR8
Blue
3rd
Linda Spouler
1950 Mayflower
Beige/Brown
1st
Trish McAuley
1967 12/50 Sports
Blue
2nd
Paul Barlow
1967 Vitesse
White
3rd
Mel Carter
1973 Spitfire
Carmine Red
1st
Barrie Puffer
1972 Spitfire Mk IV
Red
3rd
The BCIT Student Judging Award
Jerry Goulet
1960 TR3A
Red
Runner up
and
Vito Donatiello
1961 Jaguar XKE Coupe green
2nd
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A big thanks to Larry and Linda Spouler for
hosting the post ABFM barbeque. A great
time for chatting and renewing old friendships.
published in the Richmond News, May 24th 2013
14
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Vancouver – Whistler Run
May 19, 2013
Joanne and I arrived at Park Royal in West Vancouver and met up with the rest of the elite British Cars for
the start of the Vancouver – Whistler Run. We received our Run Packs, including official Rally Bumper
Placard. The Triumphs were outnumbered by MG’s and other British cars.
The weather was cloudy and sunny. We had planned to meet Vito
and Madeleine at Park Royal at 9:00 am. They had not showed up
by 9:30, so Joanne and I left Park Royal with the top down to enjoy
a fun, relaxed day of motoring along the Sea-to-Sky Highway to
picturesque Whistler. We arrived in Whistler after a leisurely drive
and we were guided to our parking spot in the Olympic Plaza. We
parked directly outside the outdoor skating rink, that my daughter
manages the operation of, during the winter months.
We met up with Vito and Madeleine at approximately 1:00 pm and learned that they had stopped on their
way to Park Royal to help a person with a TR3 with car problems. Walked around and viewed the cars and
were entertained by live bands, stilt walkers and other entertainers throughout the village. The entertainment was provided by hosted by Tourism Whistler and Re/Max Sea-to-Sky. After checking out the cars and
meeting many other drivers, then went for lunch and a pint.
There seemed to be more cars in the Vancouver – Whistler Run
this year. Vito and I handed out a few Club Cards and ADTI
pamphlets.
The sun came out for the ride home.
My thanks to Joan and Patrick for organizing the event.
Joanne & Ken Nicoll

ATDI
Regalia
for
Sale
Please
contact
Linda
Spouler
to
order
604 272
7250
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My TR8
Richard Walker
A little history: The first time I saw a TR7 was in 1980, shortly after I immigrated to Vancouver from
London, England. I remember trying to convince my mother that it would be the perfect grocery getter. Sadly, she was not too interested in the idea. So, after saving up, I purchased a vermilion orange
TR7 in 1983, which I drove as my daily driver for about a year until I traded her in on a more practical
car, a 1981 Firebird. Many cars and many years later, 2011 to be exact, I decided that it was time for
me to purchase a toy. I put some thought into what exactly would fit into my lifestyle and wallet. A
brief conversation with the wife and the search was on.
I knew that I wanted a TR7 or TR8, which was the easy part. Finding one proved somewhat more
challenging though. I checked the usual places first, Craigslist, Kijiji, etc, but this went on for months,
and proved fruitless. I talked to a few people about their cars, however most of the cars where either
over priced or not in very good condition or both. I even looked at a Jensen-Healy as I widened my
search to find something.
Eventually my search led me to the BCTR. I though that perhaps if I contacted them, they might be able
to provide me with some information or possibly a lead on a car. In August 2012 I sent and e-mail to
the BCTR, which was responded to by Linda, saying she would forward it to few member. She also
suggested I attend the next meeting. Within days of the initial e-mail I had heard from Kelly, Dave and
David all offering great insight and more invitations to come to a meeting. In September I attended my
first meeting, and was made to feel very welcome. In fact, I barely made it through the door when Trish
said hi and proceeded to introduce me to a couple of members who could help. I went to the meeting
again in October and despite still not being able to find a car, I joined the club, with the hopes that I
would find a car soon. There were several members who during those first meetings offered their
thoughts and provided input on the cars I was looking at. As well, other members gave me a few good
leads. All in all, everyone I met was incredibly helpful, informative and willing to help.
In December, I found a couple of listings for TR8s that actually looked promising. The first one was on
e-bay in California. Sadly, that one sold just before I was going to fly down and have a look at her. The
other one was on Kijiji. It was an ad for a 1980 TR8 on the island. A couple of phone calls and several
e-mails later I decided to go and take a closer look. By now it’s the end of December, a sunny
Saturday, and my friend and I were off to the island to check out the car. She was in good shape,
needed some work, but mostly cosmetic stuff (so we thought) that would be relatively easy to do. We
took her for a test drive, and after some discussion and negotiations, I put a deposit down on her and
made arrangements to pick her up in a couple of weeks.
10 days later, believing that the weather was going to be good, I caught an early morning flight from
downtown Vancouver to Nanaimo. This is a great way to go to the island on a clear sunny morning,
with wonderful views of the coast. The cars seller, Doug picked me up, and after doing the necessary
paperwork, we headed north to Nanoose Bay to pick up my new car. It was then that I saw the first
surprise of the day, it had snowed overnight in the north end of Nanaimo.
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This had me a little worried, driving an unfamiliar car with summer tires and wipers that I had not
actually checked to see if they worked, or what their condition was. Nonetheless, I proceeded to head
south, back to the ferry. The roads were clear and dry until I was back in north Nanaimo. There was no
snow on the road, but lots of spray from other vehicles and the sun was starting to shine. The glare was
bad and surprise number two; I had not brought sunglasses with me. Fortunately though when I turned
the wipers on it did help a little and with some careful driving I made it safely to the ferry terminal.
Then, surprise number three, the ferry was delayed for 90 minutes. This meant that we would be
arriving in Horseshoe Bay at 4.00pm, just in time for the evening rush hour.
As I only had a day permit on the car,
getting to Aircare on time became
questionable at best. However, luck
was with me, traffic was light and I
made it to Aircare with about 15
minutes to spare. And the fourth and
final surprise of the day, (ok actually
no surprise at all), the car failed the
initial Aircare test. I did however get
my new car safely home in the end. And
the rest, as they say, is history.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the members of BCTR for making me feel welcome,
for answering my questions and provide helpful advice.
Richard Walker

A man died and went to Heaven. As he stood in Front of the Pearly Gates, he saw a huge wall of clocks
behind him. He asked, 'What are all those clocks?'
St. Peter answered, 'Those are Lie-Clocks. Everyone who has ever been on earth has a Lie-Clock. Every
time you Lie, the hands on your clock move.'
'Oh', said the man. 'Whose clock is that?'
'That's Mother Teresa's', replied St. Peter. 'The hands have never moved, indicating that she never told
a lie.' 'Incredible', said the man. 'And whose clock is that one?'
St. Peter responded, 'That's Winston Churchill’s Clock. The hands have moved twice, telling us that
Winston told only two lies in his entire life.'
'Where's Mike Duffy's clock?' asked the man.
St Peter replied, 'Jesus has it in his office. He uses it as a ceiling fan.
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Vintage Racing at Mission Speedway
May 25th and 26th, 2013

Allan Reich went out to the races Saturday morning. Lined up at noon for the trip around the track for all
interested cars. On second lap, blew a LF wheel bearing (outrageous amount of noise), broke a caliper bolt
trying to get the thing apart and end up on a flatbed tow truck for his ride back to the city (gotta luv the BCAA
Premier Service and also saved gas going home)!

Frozen Master/Slave Piston Removal
A corroded master cylinder or slave cylinder piston which is frozen in the unit
may be freed by placing the unit in a pan of nearly boiling waters for an hour or two
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Vintage Racing at Mission Speedway
May 26th, 2013
I left home on a cold, rainy Sunday to meet up with Vito Donatiello/ Ferrari, John Hunt, and Greg Winterbottom at Wendy’s in Port Coquitlam.
Vito guided us trough the picturesque, windy back roads to Mission.
We met up with Jerry Goulet and Adrian Moore. Brian T joined us with a few of his Morgan buddies.
We arrived at Mission Raceway and watched a couple of races. It was then time to line up for a tour
around the track. I approached the experience with excitement and trepidation because this was my
first experience driving my TR6 on a racetrack. My co-pilot was John Hunt, an ex-Westwood Race Driver.
Having John as my co-pilot made me all the more nervous. My anxiety was tempered by John’s thoughtfulness. He had prepared lunch for both of us and while we were waiting for the officials to give us the
signal to drive the track, John and I shared lunch.
The officials gave us the signal and away we went. The tour consisted of four laps. During the first lap,
I was cautious, then stared to gain confidence on the second lap. As the laps progressed I became more
and more self-assured. Before I knew it the tour was over and exited on turn three. I was glad that one
of the rules was no passing because Greg Winterbottom was on my bumper through out the run.
Having survived the tour with car, driver and passenger intact, I felt refreshed and exhilarated. I can’t
say that about a certain club member that had car problems on the track Saturday, but that’s another
story.
After watching a couple more races, I decided I had had enough excitement for one day and took the
direct route home to a waiting hot toddy.
Ken Nicoll
TR6

A skeptical anthropologist was cataloging South
American folk remedies with the assistance of a
tribal elder who indicated that the leaves of a
particular fern were a sure cure for any case of
constipation. When the anthropologist
expressed his doubts, the elder looked him in
the eye and said, "Let me tell you, with fronds
like these, you don't need any enemas."
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Events
June 15th

KMS Tools Show and Shine

Coquitlam

June 16th

Old Car Sunday in the Park

Fraser River Heritage Park, 7494 Mary Street, Mission, BC

June 16th

Beacon Hill Fathers Day Picnic

Victoria

June 16th

Italian Car Show, North Vancouver

Waterfront Park, North Vancouver

June 21st - 23rd

Peach City Beach Cruise

Penticton

June 22nd

BC Highland Games

Percy Perry Stadium, Coquitlam

June 22nd - 23rd

Vancouver Collector Car Show, Sale, Auction

PNE, Vancouver

June 23rd

Village Classic Car Show

Downtown Chilliwack

June 23rd

NAPA Auto Parts Show and Shine

Langley - Port Kells

June 29th

Sicamous Fabulous Show and Shine

Sicamous Recreation Centre - 10am to 3pm - entry by donation

June 30th

6th Annual Shawnigan Lake Show and Shine

Shawnigan Lake School - proceeds to Cowichan Valley Hospice Society

July 3rd - 8th

1000 mile tour to Pacific Northwest Historics See Vito for details

July 5th - 7th

Pacific Northwest Historics

Vintage Racing, Kent, Washington

July 7th

Woodys Show and Shine

Brunette Ave, Coquitlam

July 7th

17th Annual A & W Show and Shine

A & W Newton, 330 King George Blvd - proceeds to Parkinson's Society

July 10th

BCTR Monthly meeting

Burnaby Lake Clubhouse

July 13th

Kilby Annual Car Show

Kilby Historic Site, Harrison Mills

July 14th

Royal City Show and Shine

New Westminster www.downtownnewwest.ca

July 14th

Brits on the Beach

Transfer Beach, Ladysmith

July 20th

Brothers Insurance Agency Charity Car Show

Western Financial Place, Cranbrook

July 21st

Minter Gardens

52892 Bunker Rd., Chilliwack

July 26th -27th

Western Washington ABFM

Bellevue College, Bellevue, Washington

August 9th - 11th Sleepy Hollow Run and Show 'n Shine

Sechelt, BC

August 10th

10th Annual Cloverdale Blueberry Festival

Cloverdale/Surrey

August 14th

BCTR Monthly meeting

Burnaby Lake Clubhouse

August 16th-18th 2013 All Triumph Drive-In

ATDI in Penticton www.atdi2013.ca

August 18th

Filberg All British Field Meet

Comox

August 18th

PoCo 9th Annual Car Show

Downtown Port Coquitlam

August 18th

Ladner Quilt Walk and Car Show

Ladner Village

August 24th

Downtown Abby Car Show

George Ferguson Way and Montrose, Abbotsford

August 31st

Crescent Beach Concours

Blackie Spit Park, Crescent Beach

September 7th

Langley Good Time Cruise-In

www.langleycruise-in.com

September 8th

All British Car and Motorcycle Picnic

Hougen Park, Abbotsford hosted by Fraser Valley British Motor Club

September 8th

English Car Affair in the Park

Fort Rodd Hill National Historic Park, Colwood

September 11th

BCTR Monthly meeting

Burnaby Lake Clubhouse.

September 14th

Endless Summer Show & Shine

Summerland

Sept 20th-22nd

Sun Peaks Annual Classic Car Gathering

Sun Peaks Resort contact: tspsales@sunpeaksresort.com

September 29th

British Auto Jumble/Swap Meet

Sullivan Community Hall, 64th and 152nd, Surrey - hosted by LAMB

October 2nd-6th

Triumphfest 2013

Greater San Francisco Bay Area - hosted by VTR and Triumph Travelers

All dates are subject to change. The information has been gathered from outside sources and we take no responsibility for errors or omissions.
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