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Members gather for the 4th June Abbotsford to Hope and return
drive (observing social distancing of course) see page 4
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President’s Message
Well, hello again
everyone,
As we all know this
coronavirus has put
a damper on quite a
few activities that were planned for this year. All of
our monthly meetings have been cancelled until further notice. The Barlow boys run was cancelled and
the All Triumph Drive In to be held by the Tyee Club
in Washington has been cancelled. The only event
that I know for sure that is supposedly going ahead is
VTR in California in September. If any of you know of
any other events that are going ahead for sure
please let us all know. However I'm not sure who will
even make the September VTR because, as of this
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point, the Provincial and federal government are saying the borders might not even open until the end of
this summer. That was an event I was actually thinking and wanting to go to. And then if you go when
you come back across the border you will most likely
have to quarantine for 14 days. A lot of us don't have
the ability to do that although I myself would be able
to.
There are some members that have stepped up to
try and help us through these trying times. Brian
Tomlinson, which I know many of you know, has organized and tested a DIY or with others Drive here in
the Lower Mainland and I believe that was sent out
to the membership. Thank you Brian. Gary Stoutenburg in the Okanagan has also suggested possibly a
meet-up with the Lower Mainland members at Man-

No new members have signed up this quarter...perhaps not surprisingly.

ning Park which is about halfway between Kelowna
and here. Thank you Gary. I'm sure further details
(Continued on page 3)
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Upcoming Events
Most of the major events planned for this summer have either been postponed for an indefinite period or canceled completely. One exception appears to be the ABFM planned for Southwest Idaho. As of June 14th the event was still
a go subject to a number of factors. The organizers issued a notice, shown on the adjacent
columns. and more details can be found on the
event website:
https://swiabfm.idahobritishcars.org/
Potential visitors from BC will no doubt also be
concerned with the situation at the border
which is a completely different problem.
We have not attempted to list events and their
status in this issue of the newsletter due to the
fluid nature of the situation. Please check the
event calendar on the BCTR website for more
up-to-date information.

(Continued from page 2)

will follow on that. I am certainly looking forward to
some drives but as some of you would know if you
follow Facebook that my car is currently in the paint
shop. However I am keeping myself extremely busy
as I have now 4 TRs in various stages of repair. Feel
free to get a hold of me if you ever want to drop by
as I am almost always in the garage. Although, with a
lot of family distractions and being the
“perfectionist” I like to think I am, it seems to take
forever to complete the simplest thing. LOL!
Brian has also encouraged to me to encourage all
of you out of town members to consider setting up
runs in your local areas that members can do by
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themselves or in groups maintaining of course the
social distancing rules. I feel that's pretty easy to do
when you're driving your car.
We also want to encourage people to please consider sending in some articles for the newsletter.
Whether you are doing a restoration on your car, or
drive somewhere, or an event you attended these
are all things you things you can write about.
And to all, please keep safe during these times.
Sincerely,
Charlie Dooley BCTR President
Bus./Cel (604) 240-0133
Email cdooley@telus.net
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Covid Drive – Abbotsford Chilliwack Hope & Return

This was a great drive, organized and executed by Brian
Thomlinson on June 4th.
Brian sent out a very detailed set of instructions but
I’ll present just a general
recount of the run. There
were 9 cars meeting at the Tim Hortons Sumas Abbotsford. All but one person was on time (me…!).
The day was great with no rain, it could have been a
bit warmer during the lunch stop but for British cars
the temperature was just perfect.

ing east from Sumas & Vye
Road with the mountains always dead ahead or to the
south. There was pretty
much no traffic, the farms
and rural homes were wonderfully peaceful to see. We eventually came into
and out of Chilliwack at its eastern end. Then a
quick drive down Hwy 1 past Hope to the Othgello/
Kawkawa Lake area and then back into Hope for a
lunch stop at the local city park. This drive had 44

The route more or less followed the farmlands head-

(Continued on page 5)
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April 7th Informal Drive
TR3B, former member Allan Reich in a Cadillac
sports and myself in a Blitzen Wagon met at Reed
Point Marina.
We drove along the Barnett Hwy toward Coquitlam then up Johnson Hill, over to SFU where Allan
gave us a proper tour around, and next over to
Burnaby Mountain Park. We hung around the
park parking lot for a bit chatting, then drifted off
in our own various directions. It was short but
nice to just get out with some familiar faces.
On the 7th of April Greg Winterbottom organized a
short run just to get a few vehicles out in the sunshine. Greg with his TR250, Bruce Scatchard with his

Bryan Wicks TR6

(Continued from page 4)

turns and roads up to this point, so a lot to see.
After lunch there were a couple of choices to get
home, all of which initially used HWY 7 with various
cars breaking off to go over to HWY 1, or into Mission or to carry on down route 7 to whatever part of

Vancouver and suburbs one lived in.
I believe everyone really enjoyed themselves.
No one had issues of any description. It was
just a great day. Thank you Brian for putting
this on for us all.
Bryan K Wicks
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Denis’s Vinyl Roof Replacement
Owning a Dolomite Sprint and maintaining it is a
challenge when you live in Canada it takes on another dimension. The Dolomite Sprint was not imported
to North America so there are very few here and I
am only aware of two in Canada, both of which are
located in British Columbia and are LHD.

2018 I searched for a UK company to supply the required material. I was directed to a company by a
TDC club member but unfortunately by the time I
got to ordering it the owner of this company had
health issues and closed the business. So the replacement was put on the back burner until another

I have owned my 1977 Sprint for nearly twenty
years. It was imported from Edinburgh, Scotland but
it was originally shipped to Italy and was owned by a
lawyer who moved to Edinburgh taking the car with
him. The car was sold to a musician / taxi driver. He
put the car into storage for some time and then put
up for sale on the Triumph Dolomite Club (TDC) web
site. After some negotiations I was the new owner.
Then became the task of shipping the car to Canada.

TDC member suggested I approach another company called Martrim. They advised me they could supply the material cut to fit along with the two side
panels so I ordered this and arranged to have it
shipped to Canada. At the same time my wife and
daughter were visiting family in the Uk but the material would not ready for shipping for a few weeks.
Then Martrim advise that the kit was ready to be
shipped so I asked it to be shipped to a hotel in Lon-

I had to have it trailed to London as it was not roadworthy and onto a ship in a container. Once in Canada it had to be inspected by our Agriculture dept.
before being released to me. I then had to trailer it
to a repair shop to get it roadworthy and inspected
before I could register it here in British Columbia.
Once the car was roadworthy and licensed I have
enjoyed many trips and car shows and driving tours

don where my wife and daughter would be staying
prior to coming home. Now thinking it would be
boxed up they waited for it to arrive at the hotel but
each day they checked for the box it was not there.
Getting worried it was lost they asked the hotel staff
to check again this time they found it but it was not
in a box it was
rolled up like a

with my car, club British Columbia Triumph Registry
here in BC. The Sprint has performed very well over
the years travelling into the USA on many occasions
and on many car runs here in BC. That said it is always a challenge to either get parts or repair work
but I have been lucky to get both parts and advice
from the TDC in the UK. As to getting work done we
seem to get less and less repair shops each year but

tube and approximately 6’
5’’ long.
My wife and
daughter managed to
transport the
tube of material

I have managed.
The last work on the Sprint was the replacement
of the vinly roof as it was seeing better times. In late

on the train to
the airport and
then onto the
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Vinyl Roof Replacement (cont.)
there was some small irregularities in what should
be a smooth roof. He decided to put a thin coat of
filler and block the roof. Once this was done and
primed and with the windshield removed, the vinly
roof installation began. The installation went very
well including the two side panels which had been
stitched to accommodate the 90 degree curve. You
will see in the attached photos that the installation is
perfect and the roof is completely smooth. The side
panels are also perfect, I must say a very good job.

plane to Vancouver. Once here it was time to look
for a shop to remove the old vinly and replace it with
the new one. This is where

Along with the work on the roof I had some work
done on the two front seats fitted with new foam
and also some vinly replaced along with the piping.
When the seats were removed they found a two

belonging to a club becomes
very valuable, as I was told
of a shop by a club member.
After a visit to the shop I arranged to have my car and
the vinly roof material taken
in for the work to be done.
The installer was very happy
to see that the material was
rolled and not boxed as this
would have created creases.
Then came the task of
getting the material off the cleaning all the glue off.
The installer informed me this was the same glue
used in Rolls Royce factory in the UK and he told me
I found he had worked at Rolls Royce doing upholstery so I knew it my Sprint was in good hands.
Once all the glue was removed he asked me to
visit him to look over the roof. It was determined
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pence coin now this was not significant but the date
on the coin was 1977 the same year as the car was
built. Was this put in the car when built as the car
was sent to Italy direct from the factory?
Many photos were taken over the installation and
I have attached a few.
Denis Thompson Dolomite Sprint

7

Triumph 10/20
The Triumph 10/20 was the first car made by Siegfried Bettmann’s Triumph company. According to
the “Illustrated History of Triumph Sports and
Racing Cars” this was in response to Bettmann’s
competitors, such as Austin, Morris, Singer and
Standard , also moving into car production.

“In 1921, Triumph acquired the Dawson Car
Company and announced plans to produce the
first Triumph automobile. Because this development was fully expected and anticipated, the announcement went virtually unnoticed by the
newspapers or public. It was only a matter of
when the car would be announced. Finally, in 1923,
Triumph debuted its first car called the 10/20. which
was named for its Royal Automobile Cub (RAC)
horsepower rating of 10 and its actual horsepower
of 20. The 102 inch wheelbase was nearly 20 inches
longer than
the other
“light" cars
of 1916 but
was right in
line with its
postwar
contemporaries. It
was powered by a
1,393-cc 4-cylinder side-valve engine capable of 45
mph. Three body styles were available: two-seat and
four-seat standard bodies and a four-seat Weymann
sedan. Each was set on a typical box frame with
semi-elliptic leaf springs placed longitudinally front

8

and rear. The 10/20 stood on 21-inch tires mounted

on 10-spoke steel rims that were just 3½ inches
wide.
Triumph did not set any trends with first car; most
cars of the period looked very similar. The difference
was in the final product. All of the cars were finished
to the same high-quality standards as its motorcycles and aimed at the up-market consumer
who would be attracted to a car that was a level above Morris and Austin. As with the motorcycles, the cars had brakes on the rear wheels
only.
The two- and four-seat bodies were priced at
£430 and the Weymann body was priced at
£460, which was twice that of the Morris and
Austin cars. The Standard Nine models were
priced at £250.
Despite rave reviews for the new Triumph cars,
sales were sluggish. In 1928 Triumph introduced the
13/30 and, one year later, its successor the 15, Each
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Triumph 10/20 (cont.)
ith carburettor. The engine produced 23.5
brake horsepower (17.5 kW) at 3000 rpm, giving the car a top speed of 52 mph (84 km/h)
and economy of 40 miles per imperial gallon
(7.1 L/100 km; 33 mpg‑US). The four-speed
gearbox was mounted centrally and coupled to
the engine by a short drive shaft.”
The Pre-1940 Triumph Motor Club web site records some slightly different information:

was larger than its predecessor in every way. The
wheelbase had grown to 112 inches, the engine to 2
liters, and speeds to 55 mph. Triumphs same high
standards of quality prevailed, that drove the price
up to £500, However. the cars received even less
notice than the original 10/20. These cars' only
claim to fame was that their hydraulic brakes were
to all four while other cars still had two-wheel braking. Fortunately, Triumphs had at least caught on in
Australia, and the motorcycles contin-

“10/20 – 1923 to 1926, 10.2 h.p. 1,393cc
4-cylinder side valve engine with 3speed gearbox. This is Triumph’s first motor
car. Built to a high quality in low numbers. We have
recorded 59 and two survive with their original style
bodywork. 5 body styles were available; 2/3-Seater
All-Weather Tourer – £395, ‘Sports’ – £305, FourDoor Weymann Saloon – £425, 4-Seater Tourer –
£460 and Three-Door Weymann Tourer – £unknown.”

ued sell well enough keep the company afloat. “
Wikipedia adds:
“ The design was principally by Arthur Alderson assisted by Alan Lea and
Arthur Sykes who were employed
by Lea-Francis, to whom Triumph paid
a royalty on every car made. It was
powered by a 1,393 cc (1.4L) 4-cylinder
side-valve engine designed by Harry
Ricardo and fitted with a single updraught Zen-
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Ken Nicoll’s Kool Drive
Spur of the Moment Drive
On April 8, 2020 5 of us did an impromptu drive.
The weather was bright and sunny. Joanne and I drove out to Barrie and Jeannette’s where we met up with Lee. The five
of us headed over to Agassiz and took Hwy
10 to Hope. We noticed on our way that all
the rest stops were closed. Passing
through Hope we branched onto Hwy. 3
towards Manning Park, which was also
closed. As luck would have it the Hope
Slide picnic area was open. There was still
snow on the side. We got out our picnic
chairs……6ft apart, along with packed sandwiches. After staying around and chitchatting we heading home the same way we
came.
It felt good to
get the “6” out.

Ken Nicoll
75 TR6
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The Roof Came Down - Rebuilt

I’ve attached a few photos of the new version of
my carport roof, reinforced so snow loads shouldn’t
cause it to fail. The actual tent was a typical one
you’d buy on the internet. The original fabric only
lasted about 3 years then started to crumble. I went
to an industrial awning manufacturer and had the
fabric made up which was about three times the
thickness and strength of the original. There was no
damage to the fabric when the frame collapsed,
good news for me. The original tubes were a 1”
nominal schedule 5. I replaced them with a 1”
schedule 20. I also added the end supports as there
was no support at all on the one end.
I’ve attached a photo showing the roof when I extricated my TR6. Just the first roof bow on the TR6
was bent and for now I don’t know if it can be
straightened or if it will have to be replaced. I’ve got
to take it to my expert for the analysis. It could have
been far worse. If I had a sedan in the spot I would
be dealing with serious roof repair.
Bryan Wicks
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Covid – 19
Yes, I know everyone is sick of hearing about Covid
-19, blah blah blah. After all we’ve all done such a
great job here in BC and its just about over…….right?
Well ...no. We’ve still got a long way to go especially
if we want to keep opening up more. So here is a
refresher which is copied from the SVABC newsletter

•

•

that Denis sent in (see next page).
•

COVID-19 CLEANUP The following is from Johns
Hopkins University, quite informative.
• The virus is not a living organism, but a protein
molecule (DNA) covered by a protective layer
of lipid (fat), which, when absorbed by the
cells of the ocular, nasal or buccal mucosa,
changes their genetic code. (mutation) and

•

•

even more useful.
Alcohol or any mixture with alcohol over 65%
DISSOLVES ANY FAT, especially the external
lipid layer of the virus.
Any mix with 1-part bleach and 5 parts water
directly dissolves the protein, breaks it down
from the inside.
Oxygenated water helps long after soap, alcohol and chlorine, because peroxide dissolves
the virus protein, but you have to use it pure
and it hurts your skin.
NO BACTERICIDE OR ANTIBIOTIC SERVES. The
virus is not a living organism like bacteria; antibodies cannot kill what is not alive.
NEVER shake used or unused clothing, sheets

•

convert them into aggressor and multiplier
cells.
Since the virus is not a living organism but a
protein molecule, it is not killed, but decays on
its own. The disintegration time depends on
the temperature, humidity and type of material where it lies.
The virus is very fragile; the only thing that

or cloth. While it is glued to a porous surface,
it is very inert and disintegrates only -between
3 hours (fabric and porous), -4 hours (copper
and wood) -24 hours (cardboard), - 42 hours
(metal) and -72 hours (plastic). Quarterly Report April 2020 But if you shake it or use a
feather duster, the virus molecules float in the
air for up to 3 hours, and can lodge in your

•

protects it is a thin outer layer of fat. That is
why any soap or detergent is the best remedy,
because the foam CUTS the FAT (that is why
you have to rub so much: for 20 seconds or
more, to make a lot of foam). By dissolving the
fat layer, the protein molecule disperses and
breaks down on its own.
HEAT melts fat; this is why it is so good to use

nose.
The virus molecules remain very stable in external cold, or artificial as air conditioners in
houses and cars. They also need moisture to
stay stable, and especially darkness. Therefore, dehumidified, dry, warm and bright environments will degrade it faster.
UV LIGHT on any object that may contain it

•

water above 25 degrees Celsius for washing
hands, clothes and everything. In addition, hot
water makes more foam and that makes it

12

•

•

breaks down the virus protein. For example,
to disinfect and reuse a mask is perfect. Be
(Continued on page 13)
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SVABC News
click on Part 1 then Part 2

Denis Thompson very kindly forwarded this
email which he received from the SVABC. The
link to their news section contains many good
articles that should be of interest to club members.

Further to Nigel's article in the Part 2 report,
these are three very short videos, that show
the 2006 announcement on the Legislature
steps in Victoria.

“Hi Dennis,

Click on them one at a time.

you might like to share this with the Club
Members. Its normally password protected but
we decided to let this one go out as an open
read to all car enthusiasts

https://vimeo.com/406422232
https://vimeo.com/406422483
https://vimeo.com/406423602

The Spring Report 40th is now on the web site
www.sva.bc.ca/news click on news, then quarterly reports, scroll down to Spring Report
2020

(Continued from page 12)

•
•
•
•
•

•

careful, it also breaks down collagen (which is
protein) in the skin.
The virus CANNOT go through healthy skin.
Vinegar is NOT useful because it does not
break down the protective layer of fat.

Cheers
Nigel
SVABC President 2011-2016”

•

•

You have to HUMIDIFY HANDS DRY from so
much washing them, because the molecules
can hide in the micro cracks. The thicker the
moisturizer, the better.
Also keep your NAILS SHORT so that the virus
does not hide there.

NO SPIRITS, NOR VODKA, serve. The strongest
vodka is 40% alcohol, and you need 65%.
LISTERINE IF IT SERVES! It is 65% alcohol.
The more confined the space, the more concentration of the virus there can be. The more
open or naturally ventilated, the less.
You have to wash your hands before and after
touching mucosa, food, locks, knobs, switches,
remote control, cell phone, watches, computers, desks, TV, etc. And when using the bathroom.
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Sir Stirling Moss Obituary
The following is an article by Richard Williams,
was printed in the Guardian:
He was content to be known, he often said, as
the man who never won the world championship:
a way of distinguishing him from those of lesser
gifts but better luck who had actually succeeded in
winning motor racing’s principal honour. But it was
the manner in which Stirling Moss, who has died
aged 90, effectively handed the trophy to one of
his greatest rivals that established his name as a byword for sporting chivalry, as well as for speed and
courage.
It was after the Portuguese Grand Prix on the
street circuit at Oporto, the eighth round of the
1958 series, that Moss voluntarily appeared before
the stewards to plead the case of Mike Hawthorn,
threatened with disqualification from second place
for apparently pushing his stalled Ferrari against the
direction of the track after spinning on his final lap.
Moss, who had won the race in his Vanwall, testified
that his compatriot had, in fact, pushed the car on
the pavement, and had thus not been on the circuit
itself. Hawthorn was reinstated, along with his six
championship points. Three months later, when the
season ended in Casablanca, he won the title by the
margin of a single point from Moss, who was never
heard to express regret over his gesture.
Such sportsmanship had become part of his appeal, along with the devil-may-care charisma formerly associated with Battle of Britain fighter pilots.
His public image was enhanced by his willingness to
invite feature writers and TV cameras into his town
house in Shepherd Market, the district of Mayfair in

14

central London where he lived, even when married,
in a kind of bachelor-pad splendour amid a panoply
of hi-tech gadgets.
The aura continued to surround him long after an
accident on the track truncated his career at the age
of 32, when he was still in his prime. The sight of
Moss, in his later decades, entering the paddock at a
race meeting, accompanied by his third wife, the
effervescent and indispensable Susie, never failed to

Stirling Moss, right, and his team-mate Tony Brooks,
after winning the British Grand Prix at Aintree, 1957

draw shoals of fans, photographers and journalists
keen to hear his opinion on the latest controversy.
(Continued on page 15)
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Sir Stirling Moss Obituary (cont.)
(Continued from page 14)

He loved to fight against
the odds, and the greatest of
his Formula One victories, at
the wheel of an obsolete, un-

finishing 16th. His wife, Aileen
(nee Craufurd), was the greatgreat-niece of “Black Bob”
Craufurd, a hero of the Peninsular war in the early 19th
century; an equestrian, she

derpowered Lotus-Climax,
also entered races and rallies
came in 1961 at Monaco and
in her own three-wheeled
Stirling Moss competing in the 1954 Belgian Grand Prix
the Nürburgring, two circuits
Morgan.
in a Maserati 250F.
that placed the highest deWhen their son was born
mands on skill and nerve. Those wins could be set
alongside the epic victory in the 1955 Mille Miglia
and the historic triumph in the 1957 British Grand
Prix at Aintree, when he and Tony Brooks became
the first British drivers to win a round of the world

they were living in Thames Ditton. Two years later,
after the birth of a daughter, Pat, they moved to a
large house in Bray, Berkshire, called Long White
Cloud. Both children rode horses competitively from
an early age (Pat was to become a champion horse-

championship series in a British car, prefacing a long
period of British domination.
Before his retirement as a professional driver in
1962 he had competed in 529 races, not counting
rallies, hill climbs and record attempts. He won 212
of them, an extraordinary 40% success rate. Of the
66 world championship grands prix he entered between 1951 and 1961, he won 16, a ratio unfavoura-

woman and rally driver). Stirling, educated at Clewer
Manor prep school and Haileybury, Hertfordshire,
neither enjoyed nor excelled at academic work. It
was at Haileybury that he was subjected to antisemitic bullying for the first time.
He was nine when his father bought him an old
Austin Seven, which he drove in the fields surrounding Long White Cloud. At 15 he obtained his first

bly distorted by early years spent in uncompetitive
British cars and by a pronounced share of mechanical misfortune.
He was born to parents who had met at Brooklands, in Surrey, the great cathedral of prewar British
motor racing. His father, Alfred, was a descendant of
a family of Ashkenazi Jews known, until the end of
the 19th century, as Moses. A successful dentist, Al-

driving licence and, with £50 from his equestrian
winnings plus the proceeds from the sale of the Austin, bought his own Morgan. It was followed by an
MG (in which he was discovered by Aileen Moss
while attempting, aged 17, to surrender his virginity
to one of his father’s dental receptionists) and then,
in the winter of 1947-48, by a prewar BMW 328. This
was the car with which he entered his first competi-

fred Moss also possessed a passion for motor sport,
and competed at Brooklands in the 1920s; while
studying in the US, he entered the Indianapolis 500,

tion, organised by the Harrow Car Club, winning his
class.
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(Continued on page 16)
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Sir Stirling Moss Obituary (cont.)
(Continued from page 15)

Resistant to the lure of
dentistry, he worked briefly
as a trainee waiter at various
London establishments. But

the wheel of an OSCA sports
car with the American driver
Bill Lloyd, opened the season
in which he made his international breakthrough. Deciding
to take the plunge into For-

motor racing was where his
mula One, he and his managheart lay, and for his 18th
er, Ken Gregory, first offered
Stirling Moss driving a Lotus-Climax 18 in the German
birthday his father bought
his services to MercedesGrand Prix at the Nürburgring, 1961.
him a Cooper-JAP, powered
Benz, then on the brink of a
by a 500cc motorcycle engine, with which to comreturn to grand prix racing. When the German team
pete in the new Formula Three series. After a couple politely indicated that they thought he needed more
of good performances in hill climbs, he entered and
experience, Gregory and his father negotiated the
won his first single-seater race on the Brough aeropurchase of a Maserati 250F, the new model from
drome circuit in east Yorkshire on 7 April 1948.
Ferrari’s local rivals.
Ruled out of national service by bouts of illness,
including nephritis, Moss was soon a regular winner
against fierce competition and before long he was
making occasional trips to races in Italy and France.
In May 1950, when a race was held in support of the
Monaco Grand Prix, he set the best practice time,
won his heat and then won the final.
As his reputation grew, he was approached in

No racing driver can have invested £5,500 more
wisely. Moss and the 250F bonded instantly, and he
was soon winning the Aintree 200, his maiden Formula One victory. By the time he entered the car for
the German Grand Prix, he was being supported by
the official Maserati team, which had recognised his
world-beating potential. At Monza that September
he was leading the Italian Grand Prix and looking a

1951 by Enzo Ferrari, who offered him a car for a
Formula Two race at Bari, as the prelude to a full
contract for the following season. Moss and his father made the long journey down to Puglia, only to
discover that the only Ferrari was reserved for another driver, the veteran Piero Taruffi. No explanation was offered and Moss’s fury at such treatment
led to a lasting rift and a special sense of satisfaction

certainty for his first win in a round of the world
championship when an oil pipe broke with 10 laps to
go.
Mercedes had taken note, however, and signed
him up for 1955, as No 2 to the world champion, Juan Manuel Fangio. Although neither spoke the
other’s language, a warm respect grew between
them. At Aintree, having won three of the season’s

whenever he managed to beat the Italian team, particularly in a British car.
A victory in the 1954 Sebring 12-hours, sharing

first four races and assured himself of a third world
title, Fangio took his turn to sit in the slipstream as

16

(Continued on page 17)
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Sir Stirling Moss Obituary (cont.)
Moss became the first Briton to win his home grand
prix.
In 1955, too, Moss won the Mille Miglia, the gruelling time trial around 1,000 miles of Italian public

za, finishing runner-up to Fangio in the championship for the second time in a row. However he had
always hoped to win grands prix in a British car, and
for 1957 he was happy to accept an invitation to
drive a Vanwall, a Formula One car built by the industrialist Tony Vandervell at his factory in Acton,

roads, in a Mercedes 300SLR sports car. During two
reconnaissance runs his co-driver, the journalist
Denis Jenkinson, prepared a set of pace notes that
were inscribed on a roll of paper, held on a spindle

west London.
At Aintree, after a patchy start to the season, he
fell out of the lead with a misfiring engine. Taking
over the car of his team-mate Brooks, who was still

inside a small aluminium box. As they charged from

suffering from the effects of a crash at Le Mans, he
resumed in ninth place and eventually took the lead
with 20 laps to go after the clutch of Jean Behra’s
Maserati disintegrated and a puncture delayed Hawthorn’s Ferrari. More conclusive were the subse-

(Continued from page 16)

Stirling Moss waves to spectators from his 1955 Ferrari 750
Monza during the Ennstal Classic rally in Austria, 2013

Brescia to Rome and back, Jenkinson scrolled
through the notes and shouted instructions to the
driver. They completed the course in 10 hours and
seven minutes, at an average speed of 97.95mph – a
record that stands in perpetuity, since the race was
abandoned after several spectators were killed two
years later.
hen Mercedes bowed out of Formula One at the
end of 1955, Moss returned to Maserati while Fangio went to Ferrari. Moss won at Monaco and Mon-

BC Triumph Registry Quarterly Publication

quent victories at Pescara and Monza, when the
British car and its driver beat the Italian teams on
their home ground.
After Fangio’s retirement in 1958, Moss became
his undisputed heir. When Vanwall did not attend
the first race of the year, in Buenos Aires, he was
allowed to drive a little two-litre Cooper-Climax entered by his friend Rob Walker and, through a clever
bluff involving pit stops, managed to beat the Ferraris. Back in the Vanwall, he won the Dutch, Portuguese and Moroccan grands prix, but was again condemned to second place in the final standings, this
time behind Hawthorn.
Vandervell was so distressed by the death of Stuart Lewis-Evans, the team’s third driver, in Morocco
at the end of the season that he withdrew his cars
during the winter, leaving Moss without a drive for
1959. The solution was to form an alliance with
(Continued on page 18)
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Sir Stirling Moss Obituary (cont.)
(Continued from page 17)

Walker, the heir to a whisky fortune, whose CooperClimax would be looked after by Moss’s faithful mechanic, Alf Francis, a wartime
refugee from Poland. The dark
blue car suffered
from unreliability
until late summer, when Moss
took it to victories in Portugal
and Italy.

Before the start of the 1962 season Enzo Ferrari
offered to supply his latest car, to be run in Walker’s
colours. Old resentments were cast aside and Moss
accepted this rare invitation. But an accident at
Goodwood, at
the wheel of a
Lotus, meant
that it was never
put to the test.
No conclusive
evidence has ever emerged to
explain why, on
that Easter Monday, his car went

Moss and
Walker remained
in partnership for
1960, but a fine victory in Monaco with a new LotusClimax was followed at Spa by a bad crash during a
practice session, the car losing a wheel at around
140mph and hitting a bank with such force that the
driver suffered two broken legs, three crushed ver-

straight on at St
Mary’s, a fast
righthander, and
hit an earth bank. It took 40 minutes to cut his unconscious body out of the crumpled wreckage.
The outward signs of physical damage – severe
facial wounds, a crushed left cheekbone, a displaced
eye socket, a broken arm, a double fracture of the

tebrae and a broken nose. To general astonishment
he was back at the wheel inside two months, winning his comeback race in a Lotus sports car.
In 1961 his virtuosity overcame the limitations of
Walker’s ageing Lotus and its four-cylinder engine.
Twice he outran the V6 Ferraris of Wolfgang von
Trips, Phil Hill and Richie Ginther, first in a mad
chase at Monaco and then, on a wet track, at the 14-

leg at knee and ankle, and many bad cuts – were less
significant than the deep bruising to the right side of
his brain, which put him in a coma for a month and
left him paralysed in the left side for six months,
with his survival a matter of national concern.
After lengthy treatment, convalescence and corrective surgery, he started driving on the road again.
And in May 1963, a year and a week after the acci-

mile Nürburgring. He was at the height of his powers
and the only problem was to find cars good enough
to match his brilliance.

dent, he returned to Goodwood, lapping in a Lotus
sports car for half an hour on a damp track. When
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Sir Stirling Moss Obituary (cont.)
he returned to the pits, it was with bad news. The
old reflexes, he believed, had been dulled, and without that sharpness he could only be an ex-racing
driver. In the fullness of time, he came to regret the
decision. Had he postponed it a further two or three

home, breaking both his ankles. Towards the end of
2016, however, he fell ill during a trip to the far east.
After several weeks in hospital in Singapore he was
flown home to London and his withdrawal from public life was announced.
Always enthusiastic in his pursuit of what, refusing
to abandon the vernacular of racing drivers of the

years, he felt, his recovery would have been complete and, at 35, he might have had several seasons
at the top ahead of him.
Instead he occupied himself with his property
company. There was also the well remunerated business of being Stirling Moss, constantly in demand for
commercial and ceremonial events. He participated
in races for historic cars, taking advantage of a spe-

50s, he referred to as “crumpet”, he was married
three times. The first marriage, in 1957, was to Katie
Molson, the heir to a Canadian brewing fortune;
they separated three years later. In 1964 he married
Elaine Barbarino, an American public relations executive, with whom he had a daughter, Allison, in
1967, and from whom he was divorced the following
year. He married Susie Paine, the daughter of an old

cial dispensation that allowed him, and him alone of
all the world’s racing drivers, to ignore modern safety regulations by competing in his old helmet and
overalls and doing without seat-belts.
He celebrated his 81st birthday by racing at the
Goodwood Revival; a few months earlier he
had fallen 30ft down the lift shaft at his Mayfair

friend, in 1980; their son, Elliot, was born later that
year.
Appointed OBE in the 1959 new year’s honours
list, and named BBC sports personality of the year in
1961, he was knighted in 2000.
He is survived by Susie and his children..

(Continued from page 18)

Working from home in the time
of Covid-19 ….
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From the Editors
Many thanks to Bryan for doing all the heavy
lifting on the newsletter for the past two issues. I
am trying to work my way back into it so that it is
more of an equal partnership again.
The newsletter is a rather skinny issue this quarter, most of the things we would normally be reporting on such as the VanDusen ABFM and similar events have been postponed or cancelled due
to the Covid-19 problems. However, we do have
three reports of drives organized within the club (a
mix of impromptu and planned events) together
with some project work on garages and cars. If
you or any friends have organized/participated in
similar outings we would be very pleased to hear
about them and photos would be a great addition.
As usual we are very anxious to receive any input for the newsletter and any reports of shows,
trips, car projects, car problems, maintenance info
and tips etc. would be most gratefully received.
Even just a few photos would be good.
Please note, no meeting minutes are included in
this issue as none have been published since the
last newsletter.
Since we need to publish in printed format, we
are constrained to multiples of four pages. We
may therefore, reluctantly, hold some articles over
to the next publication but will make every effort
to publish all we receive.
Comments on previously published articles are
also welcome as long as they respectfully worded.
If you do not have access to a computer, we will
gladly retype any hand written items you may wish
to send in. You can hand them to us or to a member of the Executive the at the monthly meetings.
Alternatively, if you call me at 604 771 2795 I can
provide you with a mailing address.
Triumph Heritage is published four times a year
(March, June, September and December) and is
distributed to its members as part of their annual

20

Memberships
Memberships
Membership dues are $40.00 per year and are due
by December 31st.
Family Memberships
Family memberships are $50 for households that
have two continuously active members. The second
member is entitled to vote at all regular BCTR
meetings.
For membership renewals, contact: BCTR Registrar Ken Nicoll kdntr6@gmail.com

Monthly Meetings
BC Triumph Registry Monthly Meetings are normally
held the second Wednesday of the month at the
Cloverdale Fairgrounds, 6188 -176 Street, Surrey
starting at 7:30 pm sharp.
Since the start of restrictions on gatherings and the
temporary closure of the meeting place, club
meetings have been suspended. Please check the
club website frequently for any update on this situation.
dues. Only paid-up members will receive the quarterly publication on a regular basis.
We accept no responsibility for errors or omissions. Opinions expressed are those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect those of the BCTR
executive or its membership.
If there is an error in your name or address or you
have moved, please let the editors know. The Club
and the Quarterly Publication will be as good as we
collectively make it and we thank the members who
contribute to making it interesting.
Jonathan Clegg co-editor
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Regalia
All items available with BCTR Club or standard Triumph logo. Order from Ellen by email: kesparks@shaw.ca
Aerial Flags

Embroidered Cloth Crests
2 inch diameter
$10

$5

United We Drive Pins 1 3/8” x 3/8”

$3

Long Sleeve Henley
Pocket, tagless back
neck, logo horn
buttons, taped neck
and shoulder seams.

Black or olive $42

Men’s Melton Wool Jacket
Leather sleeves and stand-up collar, rib-knot cuffs
and waist band, snap front closures, full Taffeta lining, inside pocket, with logo. Sizes S—5X
$175

You can order direct from Capricorn One in the UK. They have a wide range of Triumph Auto items. Their
website is www.capricorn1.co.uk. All items for all Triumph cars displayed when you click on “Triumph”

Some Club Cars!
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People that make BC Triumph Registry Tick…..

Executive
President
Vice President
Secretary 1/2
Secretary 2/2
Treasurer
Past President
Membership

Charlie Dooley
Lee Cunningham
Lyle Dickson
Robert Strath
Keith Sparkes
Richard Walker
Ken Nicoll

bctriumph@gmail.com
l_cunnin@hotmail.com
bctriumph@gmail.com
bctriumph@gmail.com
kesparkes@shaw.ca
bctriumph@gmail.com
kdntr6@gmail.com

Position Vacant
Ken Nicoll
Jerry Goulet
Vladimir Kuzel
Jonathan Clegg
Bryan Wicks
Ellen Sparkes
Lee Cunningham
Jerry Goulet

kdntr6@gmail.com
jerry.tr3a@gmail.com
vkuzel@telus.net
jonathanc5885@gmail.com
bryankwicks@aol.com
kesparkes@shaw.ca
l_cunnin@hotmail.com
jerry.tr3a@gmail.com

Bryan Wicks
John Finlayson
Brian Thomlinson
Bob McDiarmid
Dave Rodger
Barry Puffer
Lee Cunningham

bwicksTR3@gmail.com
john_finlayson@telus.net
thomlinson2@shaw.ca
rjmcdiarmid@telus.net
rosrodger@gmail.com
bpuffer1@shaw.ca
l_cunnin@hotmail.com

Coordinators
Advertising
Club Archivist
Club Assets
Events
Publication Editors

Regalia
VTR Liaison
Webmaster

Technical Reps
TR2/3/3A/3B
TR4/4A
TR5/250
TR6
TR7/8
Spitfire and GT6
Triumph Other
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Upcoming Events—2020
If you have an event that you think would be of interest to BCTR members and would like to have included
in this list, please contact Vladi Kuzel- vkuzel@telus.net

Due to the uncertainty of the timing and
occurrence of future events, no calendar
has been included in this issue. Please
check the BCTR web site and email notifications regularly for events .

•
•

For more detailed information and future events, check out the BCTR website: http://
www.bctriumphregistry.com/
All dates are subject to change. The information has been gathered from outside sources and we take no
responsibility for errors or omissions.
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Looking Back

The assembly of Triumphs at Coventry in
1933. Picture from the Daily Herald.
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