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President’s Message
Last meeting we
passed the new club
bylaws. This was an
important step for
the club, not only
making sure we were
compliant with the
BC Societies Act, it
also allows us to operate the club for the
members in a way
that is unique to our club. A big thank you for hard
work of the bylaw committee and the thoughtful
amendments made at the meeting.
Looking forward, we have some important business to attend to. We have the election for next
years executive board, please give serious consideration on running. Not only for the executive but to
one of the many volunteer positions we have.
Next year we are hosting ATDI in Penticton. The
organising committee has been hard at work doing
the early planning to make this an event to remember. In the new year they will be looking for assistance for many jobs, both before and during the
event. Please think how you can help.

Have a great Christmas and may
2019 be a great year for driving
Richard
BCTR President
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BCTR extends a warm welcome to the following
new members:
Jon Korbin of Ventura, California, TR3A
Brian McKinley of Mission, BC, TR6
Chris Thompson, 1971 Triumph Stag
Harv McCullough, 1974 TR6
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Dennis Nelson - RIP
Sadly, BCTR Honorary Lifetime Member and club
member since 2003, Dennis Nelson passed away on
20th October. His ongoing contribution to the BCTR
will be sorely missed. Dennis had been battling Atypical Parkinsonism for the last six years. A memorial
service was held on Saturday 3rd November for family and friends. About 20 BCTR members, many with
their wives attended the service. Dennis is survived
by his wife Pat, son Scott and daughter Michelle. The
following is taken from the memorial service handout.

Dennis John Nelson,
or DJN as he signed all
correspondence, was
born in Vernon, BC, on
January 31, 1950, and
was the youngest of three
brothers. He grew up on a
farm and developed a
fascination with nature
that fueled his many passions and continued throughout his lifetime. He came
to Vancouver in 1968 to attend UBC and received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Honours Psychology in
1974, before going on to earn his Master of Business
Administration in 1976. During his time at UBC, he
lived in a house known as “The Zoo” and met and fell
in love with the girl next door, Pat. They married on
May 25, 1974 in Vancouver, BC. After university, Dennis worked in marketing for CAMCO for ten years,
with seven of them being in Mississauga, ON. It was
here that Dennis and Pat welcomed son Scott in 1980
and daughter Michelle in 1982. Dennis came back to
Vancouver as the VP of Marketing for the Jim Pattison Sign Group. He then started with BC Hydro in
1990 and it is here that he enjoyed a long and distin-
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guished career that he was so dedicated to and
proud of. He worked with Power Smart and went on
to lead his own highly respected team as the Manager of Load Analysis. He was a true researcher and analyst who loved deciphering information. He was a
master of spreadsheets. He was a leader and mentor
who
shared
great mutual respect with
his colleagues.
Dennis
was a lifelong naturalist, very
accomplished
birder,
and bird
photographer. He
spent
countless weekends at Reifel Bird Sanctuary in Delta,
BC, and traveled throughout BC, Alberta, and California, in pursuit of birds of prey and any interesting
photography environment. He also photographed
people and events with great skill, pride, and joy.
Some of his favourite subjects were his grandsons.
He enjoyed music, reading, sports, television, technology, and had a great appreciation for the ridiculous and all things nerdy. He had a love of fast cars
and was the proud owner of a 1960 Triumph TR3 that
he reveled driving.
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Member Profile – Dave and Ruth Larrigan
My first association with British sports
cars was in 1959 when I was undergoing training on the T33 Silver Stars in Gimli Manitoba.
Most of my fellow pilots were into TR3’s and
MGA’s and a few other types. It was normal for
squadrons of little cars driven by new jet pilots
to take to the roads of Manitoba in search of
companionship.
Due to my strained financial situation, I was
consigned to being a willing passenger. Good
fortune was with me when I met a young lady
who purchased the first Austin Healey 3000 in
Winnipeg and she prevailed on me to teach her
how to drive her new acquisition. The lessons eventually led to the altar and we drove off into the sunset with all our worldly good packed into the boot.
Sadly, the practicality of life in the military with
frequent moves and the Canadian winters dictated
the Healey had to give way to something larger,
warmer and less temperamental. Today the trials of
trying to get the 3000 started in the winter and negotiating snow drifts with a couple of inches of
ground clearance are a distant memory.
Flash forward to the late 1980’s and the auctions
at the Seaforth Armories. There was the usual collection of British cars as well as heavy Detroit iron
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for sale. Somehow, I ended up with a bidder’s card
and a 1980 TR8! I really didn’t know what I had
bought but a friend had one and he thought it was a
great car. Only later did I discover that it was really
two cars that had been welded together after serious shunts. I joined the TR Register and began to
enjoy the benefits of owning a Triumph. I sold it a
couple of years later and figured that I was well out
of the Brit car world. Ruth never did trust the car
after things fell off the first time she sat in it.
In 2000 a friend offered me his TR8 and because it
was much better than the first TR I had owned, I bit.
I kept the TR8 until 2016 and enjoyed many shows
and trips with friends in the TR Register. Along the
way we accumulated a number of plaques and trophies for “Best in Class” and enjoyed the trips to the
ATDI meets.
In 2006 Ruth and I went to Scottsdale to the Barrett-Jackson auction. We were impressed with the
Austin Healeys but the prices were way beyond our
budget but we were interested in a TR3 that was
supposed to be sold on Sunday. However, Sunday
came and went and the TR3 never showed up. We
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Member Profile – Dave and Ruth Larrigan
did visit other shows and met a guy from Montreal
who told us about a TR3 that was available. We ended up buying the car and had it shipped to Blaine
and eventually imported into Canada.
The TR3 had been restored with a few mods such
as dual Weber carbs and bolt on wires. This did present a problem with getting collector plates. We did
get to Bellevue WA with our new purchase and had
an adventure on the return which resulted in Ruth
pushing the car back into Canada. To add to our
problems the water pump went as we approached
the tunnel so we made it the rest of the way on the
hook. Eventually the TR3 was sold to someone in
Calgary.
We still wanted a Healey and in 2008 bought a
1956 Longbridge Healey 100-6 from Bob Cutting.
Brit cars occupied a lot of our time with a Triumph
and a Healey but it was both enjoyable and frustrating as we operated two products with Lucas engineering. After six years the Healey was sold, a decision that I still regret.
In 2016 we decided to downsize and made the
decision to sell the TR8 and all the car stuff that had
accumulated over the years. So, after 16 years of
fun, the TR8 was sold to Bob Brown. Our vehicle
fleet had now shrunk to 2 cars as we searched for
smaller housing. A suitable townhouse was purchased in 2017 and our house sold in a week. I had
retired in January 2017 and we appeared to be set to
join the retirees.
However, in January 2017 we attended the Annual
Party of the TR Register. It was great to renew our
association with the Club and we were interested
enough to renew our membership. We also found
out that there were a few cars on the market. After
considering a TR6 we opted for Olivier Martineau’sTR4a eventually we made a deal in time to
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enter Van Dusen. The car is another Bob Cutting restoration and is a beauty. Over the summer of 2017
it was shown at several shows and was awarded a
number of trophies.
Our retirement plans have been a bit modified as
our fleet now numbers three, with two in the garage
and one daily driver on the street. We are looking
forward to future shows and events with our friends
in the TR Register.
Ruth and Dave Larrigan
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Spitfires at Le Mans 1965
The following article is reproduced from a 1965
Standard –Triumph Review magazine, courtesy of
Lee Cunningham.

Sir Donald joins the crew as they toast their success

At 4 p.m. on Sunday, June 20th, the fourteen
survivors of the gruelling Le Mans 24-hour race
flashed over the finishing line and proudly among
them were two Triumph Spitfire G.T. entries, smallest capacity cars to complete the test. And to add to
their laurels they came 1st and 2nd in their class
(combined classes 7 and 8, 1001-1300 c.c.) and 5th
and 6th overall in the G.T. category.
Thus the tiny Spitfires upheld the reputation made
in 1964 at their first appearance at Le Mans, and
proved again their ability to withstand the same
punishment as that meted out to the bigger and
more powerful Ferraris, Porsches and Cobras.
Four Spitfires started the race, but in the very early stages that driven by Peter Bolton and Bill Bradley
blew a gasket on the Mulsanne straight and retired;
a result of a series of misfortunes which began when
the preceding Wednesday night practice was withdrawn following a heavy storm, and the installation
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of a new engine in the Spitfire only a few hours before the start of the event.
Rob Slotemaker, sharing the driving with David
Hobbs, lost the chance of repeating
his finishing run of 1964 when he
spun off at 110 m.p.h. at White
House Corner on the 73rd lap and
completely wrecked the car. Fortunately he was uninjured.
This car was doing extremely well
until the accident, and David Hobbs
tells of the keen competition between himself and the M.G.B. which
lasted for the best part of his two
hour stint at the wheel.
The sturdy Spitfire held the 1800 c.c.
car very well indeed and at the half way mark was
only seconds behind. By then 24 of the 51 starters
had retired, but the two remaining Spitfires were
well and truly eating up the miles.
Slotemaker had slipstreamed the M.G.B. down the
Mulsanne straight and after 83 laps — seven steaming hours in scorching weather conditions — the
leading Spitfire was directly behind the Rover B.R.M.
What a feat for the 1147 c.c. Triumphs!
It was the extreme heat of the 24 hours which
brought with it tyre-problems in every pit. For the
Triumph team, however, these were minimal only
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Spitfires at Le Mans 1965 (cont.)
Bill Bradley confirmed the improved handling of
the Spitfires pointing out that it was commonplace to
hold or even over- take the Ferraris on the difficult
bends, especially that leading to the Esses.
First "home" of the Spitfires was number 60 driven
byJean-Jacques Thuner and Simo Lampinen — both
making their debut at Le Mans. They completed 273
laps the 8.36 mile circuit at an average speed of
95.07 m.p.h.—a distance of 2,282 miles, slightly further than last year.
Car number 54, driven by Claude Dubois and Jeanone tyre change being necessary for each of the two
cars, and on the rear wheels alone.
No water was added to either car, no brake fluid
was required, and there were no brake adjustments
necessary.
All the drivers paid tribute to improved handling of
the cars. David Hobbs adding that over White House,
the top near corner, 7000 r.p.m. was maintained and
he was able to take the corner ' 'flat out in top". The
Esses were negotiated more rapidly, and his own
best time was six seconds faster.
Francois Piot, averaged 91.24 m.p.h. over 262 laps
(2,190 miles).
Best time for the two Spitfires was David Hobbs' 4
minutes 48.9 seconds, equivalent to 104.2 m.p.h. At
one point, however, the Spitfire topped 133 m.p.h. as
it followed two Cobras and a brace of Porsches along
the Mulsanne Straight.
So Triumph added Le Mans 1965 to the growing
list of Spitfire successes; and all with a car based on
the Stage Il tuned version of the popular two-seater
sports model selling throughout the world.
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Luxury & Supercar Weekend - Sept 8th & 9th
This car show has been going on for a good numth

ber of years now (9 showing) and due to special
themes, members of our TR Club have shown cars in
this show over the years. The event is held at
Vandusen Park, similar to the All British Field
Meet, but incorporating some pretty flash

Clockwise from top left: Viper, Reverco electric
hybrid, Porches, Porche Speedster, Nissan GTR.

stands, exceptionally
dressed men and women
and cars priced out of the
realm of most of our members. There were also nickknacks for sale, if you can
afford $10,000.00 dollar
watches and similar jewelry. Make no mistake this
show is as it is titled; Luxury and Supercars. Tickets
were $125.00 to get in, but if you consider you get a

8

free burger, what a deal…! I managed to get a ticket
free from a friend..! The cars included Lamborghini,
McLaren, Bugatti, Ferrari, Koenigsegg, Maserati, Pagani, Rolls Royse, Aston Martin, Porsche, Jaguar
(come on, we can afford a used one of these), Cadillac, Karma, and
Lotus (strange
this wasn’t
listed in their
event brochure,
maybe I can explain why a bit
later). Porsche was
featured
this year
and there
was a long
curved line
of 911’s,
pretty impressive.
Even the
visitors cars were upscale,
at least the ones allowed to
park on the grounds.
Things one doesn’t normally
get to see were Crazy Hot
Acura’s, sitting right down
on the ground, a Nissan GTR
with similar stance, right
down on the grass, wicked
Porsches, etc.. There was a
50’s Porsche Speedster restored to an immaculate
condition, hate to think of how much was spent on
this but it sure looked great. There was a hybrid
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Luxury & Supercar Weekend - Sept 8th & 9th
electric sports car called a Revero on display, interestingly enough being produced in limited numbers
in California. I talked to an owner of one of these
and he told me that he lets it run on the brakes all
the

crazed, curled, areas of burning on the car. I had to
stand within a couple of feet to be able to determine
it was a wrapped car with incredible damage done in
graphics. Quite amazing. There was a row of Vipers,
one for each of the series (they seem to have had a
new series every
couple of years).
Very nice cars. I
figure if you need
to go bigger than
a six and want
that American
thunder, you
might as well
get a Viper.
The Lotus
situation,
there were
two or three
Loti on display. I sat in
one and
Clockwise from top left: Some of the entrants, Lotus
Evora, 911 Porsche, Lamborghini, Acura (low rider)

way down from the top
of the British Properties
and by the time he gets
to the bottom it is all
fully charged up. So if
you decide to get one
start looking for a house
up in the British Properties and you probably won’t
have to plug it in every night. There were a lot of
cars on display all being wrapped in plastic. I’m sure
you have all seen wrapped cars. There was one blue
Lamborghini which looked in an awful state, paint
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managed to
get all queasy feeling, realizing I really
want one of these “practical” supercars.
I don’t know if you realize they are powered by a V-6 Nissan engine blown and
tweaked by Lotus. I’m willing to bet that
one could have just as much fun in one of these
$160,000.00 cars as in a Ferrari or Lambo, and the
cool thing is that a service for a Ferrari will set you
(Continued on page 11)
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Kay’s Other Red Car
This article is copied from the Langley Times, author Dan Ferguson.

Kay Warcup and her family were living in
Sheffield, England when her dad bought her a bright
Austin Junior Forty (J-40) Roadster car for her second
birthday. That was in 1962.
“He just came home with it one day”
As Warcup recalls, her mother was not too happy
with her father for spending as much he did on his
only daughter. He paid the sum of 60 guineas, which
nowadays is close to $900 Canadian .
Kay named the car “Ruby”. A photo taken around
that time shows her beaming with pride at the wheel
of her Roadster, a miniature version of the 1948 A40
built by the Austin Motor Company Limited.
The cars were built by Austin in a special factory in
South Wales as part of a government funded initiative to provide "work that is both useful and congenial” to disabled Welsh miners, as one sales brochure
put it.
The cars were made from offcuts of metal from
the Austin factory in Longbridge, Birmingham and
were built and painted the same way as the full-size
car.
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The pedal car had working head lights and horn,
detachable wheels and Dunlop tires, leather seats
and a realistic dash, with a hood and trunk that
opened, chrome bumpers, and hub caps.
Just over 32,000 Austin J40s were made before
production ended in 1971.
The young Prince Charles and his sister, Princess
Anne, had an aquamarine J-40 and there is archival
footage of them playing in it.
The car, given to the Prince by the manufacturer,
was said to be one of his favourite toys and Charles
reportedly kept it in pristine condition at Windsor
Castle well into his 60s.
A number of the durable pedal cars were used by
the Vancouver Police Department (VPD)in Stanley
Park to teach children road safety for a number of
years.
When Kay's family emigrated to Canada a few
years later, Ruby remained in England.
“She was left in the care of my grandparents.”
In 1985, Warcup's parents brought Ruby to Canada
for her children to play with. Her dad had the little
car re painted and re-chromed, but the upholstery
and running gear are still original.
Lately, Warcup's grandchildren have discovered
the charm of the tiny pedal car.
Ruby is unique in that she still has her flying " A”
emblem on the hood, Warcup said.
“Many (of the hood ornaments) Were lost off the
earlier ones and they were discontinued in later
years for safety reasons.”
Asked if Ruby was where her affection for classic
British sports cars began, an amused Warcup pointed
out the first car she owned when she was old enough
to drive was a 1969 Pontiac GTO convertible, a classic
American muscle car.
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Luxury & Supercar Weekend - Sept 8th & 9th (cont.)
farmer wearing a long Mac
and an Indiana Jones hat.
back well over $10,000.00 and
This was good for me but the
in some cases depending on
“Dolly Birds” (ok anyone over
what is done could be over
55 should know what I am
$30,000.00. Check it out, it’s
talking about) were all
true. The 400 HP, 4.1 sec 0-60
dressed in winter parkas,
mph Lotus Evora’s normal serAaaaa, not fair. I like the lavice costs are under $1,000.00.
dies almost as much as the
And apparently (so I was told
sexy cars. Oh well. I’m glad I
by the dealer salesman) if I cut
went because I did get to see
my fleet down to just a couple of cars with the mon- a different side of car appreciation. Would I go again,
ey I’d get by selling most of them I could have one of probably not, unless another free ticket was forced
these to own. Hmmmmmmmm. Better not go there. into my hand. Ya can’t miss out on a free burger can
The one disappointing thing to do with the show was you…!
that I picked the worst rainy day possible. I prepared Cheers: (written by a lowly TR3 owner)
for the weather by going disguised as a Yorkshire
(Continued from page 9)

Kay’s Other Red Car
It was, in
fact, a nativeborn Canadian,
her husband
Dale, who introduced her
to Triumph
sports cars.
His love of
the brand was contagious and it lead to the purchase
The body had been fully restored but the engine
of Warcup's Triumph Herald convertible “Angel".
needed some work right away, Warcup said.
The Triumph Herald was an attractive choice for
“She was leaking oil and needed a little TLC”. The
Warcup, a mother of six, because it had a backseat
car been running troublefree ever since.
that could hold children.
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Crescent Beach Concours D’Elegance

September 1st was the 8th annual Crescent
Beach Concours, and 17th Labour Day show. This is
one of my favourite shows of the year, because it is
different from all the others. It is limited to about
80 well chosen vehicles that changes every year.
This is our own “Pebble Beach North”. The setting
on the grass, at Blackie Spit with the ocean backdrop is unbeatable. This year they were honouring
70 years of the Porsche 356, and the two feature
classes were Pre-War Packards and Street Rods.
They always also have a nice selection of motorcycles. The Best in Show was a 1931 Pierce Arrow 8
Dual Windshield Phaeton. One feature car was the

12

BC Triumph Registry Quarterly Publication

Crescent Beach Concours D’Elegance
1964 Ford Galaxie 427 Nascar with the
“Cammer” engine. This was supposed to be
Ford’s answer to the Dodge Hemi, but it wasn’t approved by Nascar. The show used to
be by donation, but now is $10, with the money going to the B.C, Children’s Hospital Foundation. If you are in town next Labour Day,
you should take in this show, and make a day
of it at the beach.
Greg Winterbottom TR250

ICBC Policy Changes
BCTR Secretary Alec Mielen forwarded the following This is a must read bulletin, click on the link below.
e-mail regarding recent changes to ICBC insurance
www.icbc.com/about-icbc/changing-auto-insuranceconditions regarding Unlisted Drivers which members BC/making-rates-more-fair/Pages/Default.aspx
may not be aware of. The referenced ICBC web page
is well worth checking.
Happy Thanksgiving”
“Hi
The BC Utilities Commission approved the ICBC
changes Government proposed. This was announced
Sept 28, 2018.
Please send it to your friends.
Listing all POSSIBLE OR REGULAR drivers is very important, apparently there will be penalties for non
compliance. Of course if you sign up for the $50.00
unlisted drivers protection that will help. Previously
we were advised that you wouldn't be required to list
a spouse, however this clearly indicates all drivers
must be listed.
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Sea to Sky Whistler Rally - Sept 22nd
The start was
slightly delayed
giving the car too much welly...
while waiting
My daughter Sam and I decided not to let the
for the weather
to, hopefully,
improve as the
sky looked a
little brighter to
the west. The
run to Whistler
was very wet
and we drove a little below the speed limit most of
the way unlike a Porsche who was clocked at 148 km
in a 90 km zone weaving in and out of traffic and consequently the car was impounded by the local constabulary.
The turn out was quite poor with, by my estimate,
torrential rain put us off from going on the very well only about 30 cars and only one Triumph, my 1975
organised Silk Cat rally to the Olympic Plaza at Whis- TR6. Prizes were given for the quiz winner, the first
brave soul to arrive at the start, first to arrive at
tler. We left West Vancouver driving on the Upper
Levels Highway going to the start at Silk Cat in North Whistler, youngest attendee, peoples choice etc.
The return run home was quite a bit better and we
Vancouver. The rain, spray and standing water on the
highway were a real challenge being twice drenched made good time in reasonable light traffic.
in spray to the point of zero visibility for those few
Peter Howard-Jones, TR6.
scary seconds.

This was a day for wearing Wellies and not

BCTR Bylaws
As Richard mentioned in his President’s Message
on page 2, the Club voted at the November 14th
meeting to adopt a set of bylaws so that we could
operate in conformance with the new BC Societies
Act. The draft of the proposed bylaws was e-mailed
to all members on 1st November. There was a small
amount of discussion at the meeting, mostly around
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some grammar and spelling issues. The proposed
bylaws and the changes arising from the discussion
were both voted on and unanimously adopted. A
final copy of the bylaws is to be e-mailed to all members imminently and all new members will receive a
copy of the bylaws upon joining.
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Joanne and Ken’s Barbeque - September 8th
Some 30 privileged club members enjoyed the
BCTR Barbecue held at our
home September 8. In addition to a fun-filled Club event, it was also a Fund
Raiser for our ATDI - $80.00 was raised. The weather
held off except for a short shower. The ladies were
gathered around the fire pit entertaining everyone
with stories and memories and the
men were solving car problems in
the garage. We would to thank all
those who helped out with setting
up dinner and cleaning up. It was
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good to see newly club members Doug and Ruth
Johnston join us along with Gary Stoutenburg who
drove all the way drown from Kelowna. Unfortunately, Ann Goulet, who is always the life of the party was not able to attend.
Joanne and Ken Nicoll TR6
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Bryant Paulsen`s Trek to Triumphest
Goals, Strategies, and Plans…
After one year of intensive work on the TR4A IRS,
it was time to play, so a trip to Triumphest was the
order of the day. The HVDA conversion was completely operational with the Toyota W58 five-speed
transmission mounted in place, the new paint job
was bright and shiny, and many annoying electrical
and mechanical discrepancies had been rectified, so
the Triumph was road-ready for the big trip to Sacramento.
The plan
was to take
four days to
drive to Triumphest
and camp
out three
nights along the way, so a backpacking tent, a mummy bag, an air mattress, a pillow, and several blankets were tossed behind the seats, the baggage was
strapped to the new luggage rack, and a small supply
of food was placed on the right seat, so that it would
be handy to nibble on while driving.
The boot was packed with tools, a floor jack, spare
parts, and other critical supplies, so I could survive
any challenge that presented itself to me during the
long drive to Triumphest. Would the TR4A IRS make
the round trip without any breakdowns? A fully
charged cell phone and the platinum AAA card were
the last items to be packed on the day of departure.
Part of the strategy was to pace myself at 250
miles per day on the road, for I figured that would
allow time to safely navigate the roads through Seattle and Portland, take in the sights, visit places that
I’ve never been to before, and be comfortable.
This page: KOA campgrounds and elk sculpture in Elbe WA.
Opposite: More KOA, Chaos Crags and Sacramento views
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Heading South…
I figured that if I timed my departure from Lynden
early enough in the morning, I would avoid some of
the commuting riff-raff that the Seattle area would
deal out to me. Actually, it wasn’t bad, so I took the
405, and headed for Puyallup via Highway 167. Then,
hopped on Highway 161 and motored to Eatonville
at a leisurely pace. Next, I decided that Highway 7
would be a nice way
to see the sights of
the Lewis County region. Finally, I hooked
a right on Highway 12
at Morton, and blasted on over to I-5 to
continue in a south
bound direction.
The TR4A IRS drew
quite the crowd at
the Castle Rock KOA
camp ground, and of
course each camper had to relate their stories of the
past with the Triumphs that had such an influence on
them. One lad that I met was from the U.K., and he
was excited to see a car that he worked on during his
apprenticeship from so many decades ago. The night
was clear, chilly, and damp with a full moon.
The jaunt through most of Oregon was uneventful.
Fifth gear at 3,000 rpm made for a pleasant way to
see the
Beaver
State and
all that it
has to offer.
The second
night on the
road was
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Bryant Paulsen`s Trek to Triumphest
spent camping at
the Grants Pass
KOA, and that
night’s stay turned
out to be a competition between
crickets and diesel
trucks. It was
warm after the
sun had set, so the crickets made quite the racket by
rubbing their wings together.
Meanwhile, the truckers on I-5 had their Jake
brakes activated while descending the two steep hills
that converged at the exit to the campground. Of
course, to go up those same two steep grades, their
throttles had to be wide open, and how those diesel
engines did sing when they ascended up those steep
hills as fast as they could go! Thank goodness for the
Bose over-the-ears headset, and when coupled with
a white noise app on the smart phone, all I heard was
the pleasant sound of trickling water all
night long.
California or Bust…
The border crossing from Oregon to
California was uneventful; however, it
was windy. The agricultural inspection
station south of the border had no
waiting, so after passing that road
block, I headed east on Highway 89 and
gently merged onto Highway 44 with
my eye on visiting and exploring the Mt.
Lassen National Park region.
Within the national park, there were
many sights to be taken in; for example,
serene Manzanita Lake, the moonscapelike Chaos Crags, and Lassen Peak itself.
The visitors center enabled one to learn
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about the geography of the area and other significant historical events of the past.
The manager of the Shingletown KOA
campground, Scott, greeted me with such enthusiasm, for he had owned a Spitfire and a
TR6 in the past, and he relayed to me the many
stories of both cars with such passion. We got
so carried away with Triumph talk that the
folks with their motorhomes — who were trying to check-in for the night — were getting rather
impatient with our car chatter! After dinner at the
little grocery store in Shingletown, I returned back to
camp to watch bats flitter about until it was too dark
to see. Then, I returned to the tent for a well deserved night’s rest.
Almost There…
It was difficult to leave the Mt. Lassen area, for the
weather was pleasant, the campground was first
rate, and the mystical landscape was breathtaking,
and there was so much more to discover, but it was
time to head towards Sacramento.
From Shingletown, I headed
west on Highway 44; then,
took a shortcut on Dersch
Road until it intersected

17

Bryant Paulsen`s Trek to Triumphest
with I-5, so I
functions, too.
could circumBecause I was a
navigate Redprevious memding. Highway
ber of the Tri99 looked like
umph Travelers
a good option
Sports Car Club
for placing
for a decade,
me near my
the entire event
destination in
was like a high school reunion for
Sacramento, so a sharp left
me. I chatted with folks that I had-hand turn in Red Bluff and
n’t seen for over three years, and
a quick jaunt over the Sacthere was a lot to get caught up
ramento River set me up
on. The merriment was amazing
for motoring through acre
and fun. Out on my own one
after acre of farmland.
afternoon, I did explore the downTop left, Jon Korbin TR3A, right Joe
Nothing too exciting to retown Sacramento area, and found
Cain Old TR. Bottom, Funcours Show
port about, but it was nice to see
it to be intimate, full of history, and
an occasional old car or antique tractor that was
vibrant with modern life.
sitting out in a field somewhere rusting away.
Gosh, that three nights’ stay at that Hilton was exOh, it was hot that afternoon when I arrived at the pensive (when compared to a KOA), so it was time to
Hilton, for it was pretty close to 100 degrees. And
get out of California. I departed the Hilton before the
those the Californians drive so fast. Zip! Zap! Beep!
sun came up on Sunday morning and motored north
Certainly, it was no place for a little British car that
on I-5. The TR4A IRS roared up the Central Valley,
was trying to navigate the streets and highways of
zipped right past Lake Shasta, blasted up that steep
the Golden State’s busy capitol city.
grade to the California-Oregon border, and bee-lined
Triumphest…
it to Cottage Grove, Oregon, for a restful overnight
The four-day-long event allowed one to take part stay at a motel there.
in a variety of fun-filled activities that were designed
to immerse you and your Triumph in an array of non-stop action from sun up to sun
down. I attended an excellent tech session
that was put on by David Nock, of British
Car Specialists, and he taught many technical and insightful things about troubleshooting anyTriumph. I had a great time at
the Funcours show, and the Saturday night
Left Friday Night Folk, right Suzi & Dave Logan
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Bryant Paulsen`s Trek to Triumphest
Something
New…
Weary from
driving on Sunday, I was ready
for a restful evening, but during
my check-in at
the Best Western
Cottage Grove Inn,
there was a large mural
of a covered bridge behind the front desk, so I
asked about the image,
and if there were any
covered bridges in the area. I was handed a two-page
document titled “Cottage Grove Scenic Byway Tour
of Covered Bridges.” Omigosh, I’m not one to pass
up an opportunity like that, especially when the skies
were blue, the sun was still up, and autumn colors
were present. Suddenly, I had a lot of energy again.
I toured four covered bridges that criss-crossed a
relatively small area located east of Cottage Grove.
Being enveloped by cleverly engineered man-made
wooden structures and surrounded by natural beauty
was absolutely captivating, and I frequently stopped
to capture photos of the TR4A IRS among the excite-

ment of this new discovery. Wow, what
an awesome Sunday!
Lee Cunningham
checked into the motel after my return
from the tour of the
covered bridges and
an early dinner, so
we chatted for a
while; then, I called it
Covered bridges tour
a night. Up early the
next day to get another early morning start on
the road back home to Lynden. The traffic
through Portland was congested and slow
moving, for I had entered the I-5 and 205 intersection
at around 9 a.m. The trip on I-5 through downtown
Seattle was a breeze. It was pouring cats-and dogs in
the vicinity of Bellingham. Ah, home at last in Lynden.
Reflections…
The trek to Triumphest was a road trip that combined spectacular places, fun-filled events, some
physical challenges (hey, it is time to upgrade that
thin air mattress from Walmart to something better),
and the interaction with people from three different
states that enriched my entire travel experience. The
TR4A IRS never complained once during the entire
excursion — what a great automobile. It
consumed only 60 U.S. gallons during the
entire road trip. What an excellent adventure!
Bryant Paulson TR4A

Left Rich Gibbon, right Pete Bergman
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Sea to Sky Thanksgiving Run - Oct 8th
This event is put on by that great small group of
folks “Classic Car Adventures” who also put on the
Spring Thaw, Rush to Gold Bridge, etc. The theme is
to meet up, bring a food donation, and go for a drive.
It is free…! You have to bring a pre 79 classic, or an
80’s or 90’s Retro Car or something of distinction.

What an eclectic group of vehicles. There were Triumphs, yes, Mini’s, Lotus Elan, a couple of Rovers,
MG, Austin Healey, Citrons, Renaults, VW, a Karmann
Ghia, Alfa Romero, DeLorean’s, Lancia Beta, Audi
Quattro, Porsche, Mercedes, Saab Sonnet, a Datsun

240, Old Mustangs, Old all kinds of stuff, some wicked “moderns” in the form of a Ford Focus RS, Subaru
WRX and some other Japanese hotties.
The run was from the Capilano University parking
lot in North Vancouver and ran up on the Hwy 99
north to Sea to Sky gondola just south of Squamish.
There was a bit of a problem. On October 1st the law
requiring winter tires came into effect and from
Horseshoe Bay going north the requirement was in
effect. We were told at the driver’s meeting that an-

Clockwise from top right: Drivers’ meeting, Audi Quattro,
Citroen, Greg W. in his TR250
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Sea to Sky Thanksgiving Run - Oct 8th
other car club had been stopped north of Horseshoe
Bay the previous weekend and turned back. So it
was travel at your own discretion (peril) according to
what was on your car. Neither Ken Martin nor I
made the trip up. I’m pretty sure Greg went. I did
get reports after the fact that the run up and back
was pretty good and many of those who went didn’t

Clockwise from top right: Elan & Saab Sonnet, Mini & VW
Bug, Subaru WRX (F*ck Cancer) bold but correct statement,
Lancia Beta, Ford Focus RS.

have snow tires and didn’t get stopped or have issues. I ended up doing a run up to Horseshoe Bay
along Marine Drive with a fellow Classic Mini owner,
we stopped for brunch and then headed back along

BC Triumph Registry Quarterly Publication

the coast again. It was a great drive with great company. Next year I intend to have a car with full win(Continued on page 23)
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8th Annual Fall Tour - October 18th

again roadworthy with Joanne patiently knitting as a
passenger!
Once assembled we decided to change the route,
The start of another beautiful October day for
heading East and taking most of the back roads off
the annual Harrison Run that Ken Nicoll has been orthe Dewdney Trunk road that seem to go all over
ganizing for the last seven years. Greg was good
enough to gather me up with his TR250, as passenger
this time. We had heard through the grapevine –
actually via Frank Van Den Dorpel, that the road from
Agassiz to Harrison itself was under construction so a
change of plan was called for.
On arrival at the Chevron we found a few members already gathered but the main guy missing! Apparently, Ken was in some trouble on the way. Doctor of Triumphs Lee took off for the rescue and with
the help of Brian T. replaced the problem heater
valve which Ken smartly had as a spare. He was once
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8th Annual Fall Tour - October 18th
hell’s half acre – just perfect for our LBCs! At one
point Greg lost sight of the front runners and at the
junction turned left instead of right and tried to
“catch up” with the non-existent leaders – consequently winding up the valley and into the mountains
– a real interesting excursion but after resorting to
GPS found our way back to the main group!
Further on we arrived at the Hemlock Mountain
road and then came to the Sandpiper GC overlooking

the lake and a great venue and good lunch. The participants were as follows: - Ken and Joanne, Andrew
and Michelle, Barry and Jeanette, Dan, Lee, Jason,
Brian T, Greg and myself a good day being had by all
involved.
Thanks Ken and looking forward to next tour.

John Hunt TR6

Sea to Sky Thanksgiving Run - Oct 8th (cont.)
(Continued from page 21)

ter tires so I don’t have to worry.
Club members included: Ken Martin (modern
British built sedan), Greg Winterbottom (TR250), Myself (sorry, Classic Mini), Alan (former president with
his Mustang). I hope I didn’t miss anyone..?
Bryan Wicks TR3
Mazda Rotary (Loved these little sedans)
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London to Brighton Commemorative Run - Nov 4th
The following article by Dan Furguson has been
copied from the Langley Times. Photographs were
provided by our own Ken Nicoll.

The London to Brighton Commemorative Run
rolled into Langley on a bright Sunday afternoon —
perfect weather for the many convertibles taking
part in the 23rd annual event. The run, which saw
more than 60 vehicles participating, pays
homage to a significant moment in motoring history, explained Walter Reynolds, the
chairman of the Vancouver Coast branch of
the Old English car Club (OECC), which operates the run. That was in 1896, when the
British Motor Car Club celebrated legislation raising the legal speed limit from 4 to
14mph by holding what was then described as a motor car tour from London to
Brighton. The route for the Canadian version took the convoy on a loop starting
from the heritage airport in Delta and ending in downtown Langley.
The route used to cross the border, but
rising congestion did it in.
Representing BCTR at the event were Ken Nicoll,
Keith Sparks, Andrew Ward, Jason Webb, Bob Edwards and David Larrigan
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Those Pesky Thrust Washers
These notes by Bob Lang are reprinted from an older
copy of the "New England Triumph”

pulled the rear main cap, and the washers were both
there.
What I found was that I had installed the thrust
I'm almost too embarrassed to write this article, washers backwards! I'm sure I'm not the first person
but others may benefit from this, so here goes! Dur- to do this, after all they fit even if you put them in
ing some routine maintenance on my TR6, I decided backwards! So, in the spirit of "learning," I would like
to offer the following:
to check the crankshaft end-float, suspecting those
pesky thrust washers. Don't ask why I checked them,
The slots on the thrust washers face the movcall it a hunch. (Note: the engine has about 10k miles
ing surfaces of the crank. Conversely, the side
on it since a refreshing about 18 months ago.)
with the numbers on it faces the block itself.
Well, there was some serious movement of the
crankshaft, so that meant that I might have lost a
In my case, the rear-most thrust washer took all of
thrust washer.
the
wear. It was worn about .020, and wear to the
Fearing the
worst, I decided crank itself was a few thousandths, but everything
to drop the oil else appears okay, although I may pull the engine this
pan and check winter and grind the crank smooth on the thrust
washer surfaces and then measure everything!
out the thrust
Bottom line: make sure you put the thrust washers
washers. I
in the right way. If you don't and you don't catch it
early enough, you'll probably wreck your crankshaft
and other reciprocating parts!

Mechanics’ Workshop
At the October 10th club
meeting, Dave Rodgers gave a
great talk on the development of
automobile fuses over the years,
their uses and shortcomings.
In order to illustrate the talk,
Dave assembled this comprehensive visual aid for club members
to pass around.
Excellent work, Dave.
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BCTR Meeting Minutes
September 12th, 2018. (August meeting was a social gathering and not minuted)

President's Report

Richard Walker called the meeting to order at 7:36 pm. Welcome to visitor Brian McKinley who
owns a 1975 TR6.

Minutes

July 11th meeting minutes accepted. M - Denis Thompson / S – John Hunt /C

Treasurer’s Report

Keith Sparkes reported balance of $ TBA as Keith absent this meeting.

Editor’s Report

New editors Jonathan Clegg and Bryan Wicks request any articles of interest.
Pictures & story on any events attended. * * * Quarterly Newsletter issued today.

Regalia

Keith Sparkes has stock for sale at the meeting, see him directly.

Membership

The updated roster reflects 83 paid members to date, 21 at tonight's meeting.

Correspondence

Ken reports Robin Webb has renewed membership – welcome back Robin.
Kevin Quarin & Jon Korbin are new members – welcome Kevin & Jon.
Aug. 19 email from Julius of 2018 video (ATDI?) Jerry to Publish.
Aug. 29 Karen Knudson email re 2020 VTR requesting input & support.

Past Events

July 14-15 Mission SCCBC & Aug. 17-18-19 BC Historic Motor Races.
July 14/15 Tour to Sun Peaks – Super run. Thanks to Barrie & Jeanette for organizing.
July 15 - RX Autoworks North Vancouver Open House
July 21st - Calgary - European Classic Car Meet
July 22 – Monthly brunch at Woody’s Pub, 935 Brunette, Coquitlam north from IKEA.
July 22 – Royal City Show & Shine at Justice Institute, 715 McBride. Light response.
AUGUST 8th dinner meeting at Jimy Mac’s Pub, 19935 96th Avenue, Langley.
2018 ATDI Salem OR. Aug. 10-11-12. – Great event – great scenery on the trip.
2019 ATDI - Video by Dan Brien well presented & received. Huge thank you to Dan.
September 7 - Baker Run – 10 cars attended.
September 8 - Ken & Joanne hosted a BCTR BBQ Fund Raiser – Well done – Thank you.

Future Events

2018 Triumphest Sacramento CA. Sept. 27 - 30 Hilton Arden West. Bryant Paulsen and Lee Cunningham going.
Sept. 16 (Sunday) Jolly Mac’s Pub Show & Shine 14817 108th Ave, Surrey
Jan. 13th 2019 Christmas Banquet @ Guildford Golf Club (as last year) 152 nd St. Surrey
London – Brighton Commemorative Run – Sunday, November 4th – new starting location, Delta
Heritage Air Park – first car out at 10:10 AM.

Please refer to BCTR
web site often.

New Business

Regarding BCTR Bylaws, work is in progress to create our own bylaws and better address Liability
issues and conflict of interest.
2019 ATDI – Organizing resources met in Penticton to view park and hotel, met hosts.

Technical

Stephen Kubas trying to balance TR6 wire wheels, had to order wheel cone balancer.
Dave Rodger lead a discussion of types and operation of relays, examples provided.

Video & internet

None tonight.

Meeting adjourned at 9.00 P.M. NEXT Meeting Wednesday, October 10 th, 2018 /AGM

26

BC Triumph Registry Quarterly Publication

BCTR Meeting Minutes
October 10th, 2018

President's Report

Richard Walker called the meeting to order at 7:34 pm.

Minutes

September 12th meeting minutes accepted. M – Brian Thomlinson / S – John Hunt / C

Treasurer’s Report

Keith Sparkes reported the club financials

Editor’s Report

New editors Jonathan Clegg and Bryan Wicks request any articles of interest.
Pictures & story on any events attended. December newsletter issue is in progress.

Regalia

Keith Sparkes has stock for sale at the meeting, see him directly.

Membership

The updated roster reflects 85 paid members to date, 22 at tonight's meeting.

Correspondence

OECC contact Mark Whitely seeking an OD transmission.
Trish sent an email regarding a very large Triumph sign that was available.
Triumph Renown was sold - $10K

Past Events

Triumphest Sacramento CA – Sept 27 – 30 Bryant and Lee attended. ~ 200 cars.
Sept 16th - Jolly Mac’s Pub Show & Shine, Surrey
Oct. 8th - Capilano to Squamish Classic Car Adventures run, Bryan Wicks attended, Thanksgiving Day
~ 145 cars – Now requires winter tires

Future Events

London – Brighton Commemorative Run – Sunday, November 4th – new starting location, Delta
Heritage Air Park – first car out at 10:10 AM.
Oct 18th – Run To Harrison / Lunch – confirm to Ken Nicoll, weather is looking good.
Jan. 13th 2019 Christmas Banquet @ Guildford Golf Club (as last year) 152 nd St. Surrey, see website
for details.

Please refer to BCTR
web site often.

New Business

Regarding BCTR Bylaws, work is in progress to create our own bylaws and better address Liability
issues and conflict of interest.
2019 ATDI – Organizing resources met in Penticton to view park and hotel, met hosts.

Technical

Bryan Wicks bought 2 (not just 1) NEW shocks for his TR6, much better ride.
Dave Rodger provided samples of various automotive fuses and led us through a discussion of the
advancements and ever reduced sizes. Huge ‘thank you’ to Dave for the time spent putting the
display together and leading the discussion. Very informative.
Discussion regarding accident experiences and damage write-offs. Examples given by John Hunt,
Richard Walker and Lee Cunningham. Be careful out there . . .

Video & internet

None tonight.

Meeting adjourned at 9:06 PM - NEXT Meeting Wed, November 14th / AGM
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From the Editors
Since this is the final edition of our first year as
co-editors, Bryan and I would like to take this opportunity to thank those members that have
helped us keep the newsletter going by providing
interesting and often humorous articles to fill our
pages. Some have been quite epic in proportion
while others have been simple and to-the-point.
Without exception, all have been very welcome.
The contributions usually come from a relatively
small group of members which is unfortunate because we really would like to hear from as many
members as possible. We cannot stress too much
that this newsletter is the voice of all the members
and the club will be stronger if everyone has a say.
So, come on BCTR members, the festive season
may well be filled with notable events or items,
allow the libations to lubricate your literary side
and send something in for one of the 2019 issues.
Except for the “boilerplate” that follows, we
would like to close our final 2018 message by
wishing all the members, their families and friends
a very merry Christmas and a Happy New Year or
whatever equivalent your religion/culture upholds. Please be safe and don’t drink and drive.
Since we need to publish in printed format, we
are constrained to multiples of four pages. We
may therefore, reluctantly, hold some articles over
to the next publication but will make every effort
to publish all we receive.
Comments on previously published articles are
also welcome as long as they respectfully worded.
If you do not have access to a computer, we will
gladly retype any hand written items you may wish
to send in. You can hand them to us or to a member of the Executive the at the monthly meetings.
Alternatively, if you call me at 604 771 2795 I can
provide you with a mailing address.
Triumph Heritage is published four times a year
(March, June, September and December) and is
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Memberships
Memberships
Membership dues are $40.00 per year and are due
by December 31st.
Family Memberships
Family memberships are $50 for households that
have two continuously active members. The second
member is entitled to vote at all regular BCTR
meetings.
For membership renewals, contact: BCTR Registrar Ken Nicoll kdntr6@gmail.com

Monthly Meetings
BC Triumph Registry Monthly Meetings are held the
second Wednesday of the month.
Location:
MEETING LOCATION
As of January 2016, the BCTR meetings are held at
the Cloverdale Fairgrounds, 6188 -176 Street,
Surrey
Time:
Start at 7:30 pm sharp!
distributed to its members as part of their annual
dues. Only paid-up members will receive the quarterly publication on a regular basis.
We accept no responsibility for errors or omissions. Opinions expressed are those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect those of the BCTR
executive or its membership.
If there is an error in your name or address or you
have moved, please let the editors know. The Club
and the Quarterly Publication will be as good as we
collectively make it and we thank the members who
contribute to making it interesting.
Jonathan Clegg and Bryan Wicks
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Regalia
All items available with BCTR Club or standard Triumph logo. Order from Ellen by email: kesparks@shaw.ca
Aerial Flags

Embroidered Cloth Crests
2 inch diameter
$10

$5

United We Drive Pins 1 3/8” x 3/8”

$3

Long Sleeve Henley
Pocket, tagless back
neck, logo horn
buttons, taped neck
and shoulder seams.

Black or olive $42

Men’s Melton Wool Jacket
Leather sleeves and stand-up collar, rib-knot cuffs
and waist band, snap front closures, full Taffeta lining, inside pocket, with logo. Sizes S—5X
$175

You can order direct from Capricorn One in the UK. They have a wide range of Triumph Auto items. Their
website is www.capricorn1.co.uk. All items for all Triumph cars displayed when you click on “Triumph”

Some Club Cars!
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People that make BC Triumph Registry Tick…..

Executive
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership

Richard Walker
Kelly McPherson
Alec Mielen
Kieth Sparkes
Ken Nicoll

bctriumph@gmail.com
copyguy@shaw.ca
amielen@uniserve.com
kesparkes@shaw.ca
kdntr6@gmail.com

Position Vacant
Alec Mielen
Ken Nicoll
Jerry Goulet
Vladimir Kuzel
Jonathan Clegg
Bryan Wicks
Ellen Sparkes
Lee Cunningham
Jerry Goulet

amielen@uniserve.com
kdntr6@gmail.com
jerry.tr3a@gmail.com
vkuzel@telus.net
jonathanc5885@gmail.com
bryankwicks@aol.com
kesparkes@shaw.ca
l_cunnin@hotmail.com
jerry.tr3a@gmail.com

Coordinators
Advertising
ATDI 2019
Club Archivist
Club Assets
Events
Publication Editors

Regalia
VTR Liaison
Webmaster

Technical Reps
TR2/3/3A/3B
TR4/4A
TR5/250
TR6
TR7/8
GT6
Spitfire
Triumph Other
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Bryan Wicks
John Finlayson
Brian Thomlinson
Lee Cunningham
Bob McDiarmid
Dave Rodger
Jerry Goulet
Barry Puffer
TBD

bryankwicks@aol.com
john_finlayson@telus.net
thomlinson2@shaw.ca
l_cunnin@hotmail.com
rjmcdiarmid@telus.net
rosrodger@gmail.com
jerry.tr3a@gmail.com
bpuffer1@shaw.ca
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Upcoming Events—2018
If you have an event that you think would be of interest to BCTR members and would like to have included
in this list, please contact Vladi Kuzel- vkuzel@telus.net

DEC 2018
Dec 12 BCTR
Meeting
Dec 26

VCC
Boxing Day run

JAN 2019
Jan 9 BCTR
Meeting
Jan 13 Annual Banquet
Surrey
FEB 2019
Feb 13 BCTR
Meeting
MAR 2019
March 13 BCTR
Meeting
SEPT 2019
Sept 11 BCTR
Meeting
Sept
ATDI
20-21-22
Penticton

•
•

Cloverdale Recreation Centre 6188-176 Street, Surrey BC Meeting
starts at 7:30 PM
Public Invited. Gather at the Planetarium 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM leaving
promptly at 12:00pm for a “mystery” drive. This family event will travel
to the Burnaby Model Railway site
Cloverdale Recreation Centre 6188-176 Street, Surrey BC Meeting
starts at 7:30 PM
BCTR Annual Banquet - See Home Page for details.

Cloverdale Recreation Centre 6188-176 Street, Surrey BC Meeting
starts at 7:30 PM
Cloverdale Recreation Centre 6188-176 Street, Surrey BC Meeting
starts at 7:30 PM
Cloverdale Recreation Centre 6188-176 Street, Surrey BC Meeting
starts at 7:30 PM
All Triumph Drive In in Penticton BC
At Penticton Lakeside Resort and Conference Centre
Reservations 1-800-663-9400, Quote "ATDI".

For more detailed information and future events, check out the BCTR website: http://
www.bctriumphregistry.com/
All dates are subject to change. The information has been gathered from outside sources and we take no
responsibility for errors or omissions.
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Looking Back
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